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Interviewer     Um, why did you contact me? So what was it that made you contact me?


M007    I just saw that thing in the, um, on Facebook. Yeah. And I said, oh yeah, because like, because it was for the blokes sort of suffered physical abuse and I think that's something gets swept under the carpet. Cause mainly most blokes don't wanna admit it. Yeah. And I think, well, you know, whenever you talk domestic violence and all that sort of stuff, everyone instantly thinks it's a bloke perpetrating it on a woman, you know, and that's put my 2 cents in.



Interviewer     How did you hear about the study 

M007 saw on the Facebook  Post. 


Interviewer     Um, what's your, what's your experiences of abuse? So tell me what your, what what's your experience of abuse? Tell me about, uh, what happened. 


Interviewer     Uh, my daughter, um, she was, um, she, when she got to about 14, she was been uncontrollable, really uncontrollable. And like we did everything, like there was police involved with the, the school had recommended getting a psychological assessment whether she was bipolar and that all came back negative and all that.   and she was a bit bit of a handful, you know? Yeah. Um, we overcome that cause she, like, she was involved with the bloke, she likes horses and she still does like horses. And she was bloke the bike. We, we suspect maybe in a pedophile book you don't know and couldn't find out. And, but I, as a, trying to recover, like save from that situation, I actually took up training racehorses, you know, over the next couple years and that seemed to settle things down.  So Yeah. So like she's, she's come out of the whole Okay now, like she's been successful and in, in a work and in a sort of horsing thing. So it was a lot of money I spent over the years Yeah. To do that. But I, I think it was worthwhile. She, while I was after, you know.

Interviewer       So what kind things did she do to you?



M007      Oh, it was mainly on one situation. Um,  Like I said, from about 14 she'd sort of, um, shape up and, um, you know, in the face bit and yeah. And she'd even sort of strike in all that type of stuff. But then I, I just sort of subdue jer and sort of hold of the ground pin her  to the ground. Until she woke up to herself and all that. Yeah. And, um, and that, that had been going on from all that time. So once she reached 16, like living on King Island at the time, um, she then went off island and the university in Townville.  So she weren't really living, but in one of those times she came back. Uh, well, she used to come back through the breaks in the, the year and at a meal time, an evening meal time. And we're having a discussion and as a court case result from all this, like I was charged with, um, common assault, but I, I defended meself against the training prosecutor and I had no course no case to answer, mainly from the only stuff was that the defense witness and, uh, the actual charge came from me wife.   But what happened was we were in a discussion and I poked my daughter on the forearm with a finger. We had a discussion, I poked, then she decided she wanted to remove me testicles from me. And in the course of the action, um, me then wife got involved and started pushing me around. So naturally, I, I defended myself and basically I just threw about in this place of about five seconds.  I was, I threw probably eight short jabs, four with each hand. Um, hitting the wife with four and the daughter with four. Um, your daughter didn't press charges, but my wife did.  

Interviewer      So, so what, what did your wife do? So before, before you, you kind of lashed out with your jabs, what, what was your wife doing?


M007    Well, she was just standing there, like, she just like bought into it, like, I'm trying to protect me family jewels type of thing. Yeah. And she came here. Well, like, it was a pretty instantly volatile situation and you know, you, you've gotta be like, you can't look after you family jewels and have someone else there too. 


Interviewer      So what did your wife actually do? Was she doing anything or? 


M007       Well,  She started coming in pushing me around like, like she was a lot bigger than me too, but, um, yeah, but I had two, two women basically attacking me at the same time. Yeah. Okay. Like, and the intention of my daughter was to remove my nuts, and that was in the police statement, you know, so,


Interviewer      So, so your wife, your wife was involved in that as Well, but


M007     Yeah. 


Interviewer      So, so at the end of the day, um, started off with your daughter, but your wife get involved.


M007   Yeah. And the daughter didn't press charges. Yeah. But your wife said lucky. 



Interviewer      Okay. 



M007     But the, the, the violence from me daughter had been from, from about oh, 2014. Yeah. And it hadn't been just to me, like I said, she bloodied me then wife's nose too. Like she struck her too. 


Interviewer      So  How long were you married at that time?


M007     Uh, about about 31 years. 


Interviewer      So when did you break up?


M007    Uh, well, uh, that was 20, 20 14. I left there, like the relationship wasn't real good for a few years before I left, but I left  in 2014. Was divorced in 2014?    


Interviewer         So when  you say the relationship wasn't too good, what, what did the, like, what was happening in the relationship?



M007    Uh, just she just antagonistic with everything . And, um, like she'd set up an argument while she's on the phone to her friend or something on speaker and all that sort of stuff,  You know. 


Interviewer      So what would, what kind of things would she be saying?



M007       Oh, I, it, it, I can't, it's quite a long time ago. That's nearly 10 years or more ago. I can't, but she, she just sort of orchestrated an arguments while she's got the phone on speaker. So, you know.


Interviewer      So why do you think she did that?


M007     I've got no idea. I've got no idea.



Interviewer      So how long did that last for? How long was she doing that?



M007     Well probably, probably with the extent of the phone. Probably about a year or so, I suppose.


Interviewer      And how did you feel when she was doing that?



M007    Well, I just, it was bit stupid and juvenile, you know? Couldn't understand why and it was just, I mean, she was just trying to get some sort of reaction from her workmates, I think. I don't know who she was actually on the phone. She, I suspect was probably workmates, you Know. 



Interviewer      So was that before this happened with your daughter or was it after that? 

M007     Pretty much before and, and after. Yeah.


Interviewer      Right. Okay. So there's two, two, lots happening? There's, there's, there's stuff going on with your daughter and then there's the stuff going on with your wife as well.


M007      Yeah, well the daughter was, the daughter was where the violence to me was coming from.



Interviewer      So, so with, so violence in this case, in this case to, to make it clear to you, violence is not just the physical violence, but violence is somebody, um, constantly picking on you, bringing you down, calling you names. Um, so it's verbal abuse. It's, um, constantly antagonizing you, bringing you down, bringing you down in front of the others, whether that's face to face in front of the others or whether that's over the phone and they're bringing you down over the phone.   Um, it's stopped either stopped you from seeing your mates or keeping on.


M007     No, well, there's none of that there. There's that antagonism is probably over the phone, but I dunno what the, what she was trying to achieve Yeah. From it. But, uh,


Interviewer      But that would, that would fit into the description of what, if you were to do that to her, we, if you, you were on the phone with one of your mates and you were to bring your partner down with a view of bringing her down and making her look bad in front of your mates, that would be considered, that's the same thing.


M007     Yeah. Right.  
Interviewer      So,  there's, there's two things here. There's the, the verbal stuff that happened there. 


M007    Mm. 



Interviewer      But the main thing for you, so that stuff happened and that didn't, that probably deteriorated your relationship.



M007      Yeah. Well the, the relationship probably look,


Interviewer      But your, your daughter, your daughter doing what she was doing also probably put stress on the relationship.


M007       Well What the, what the daughter, when she was about 14, that's when the relationship actually ended, basically. Yeah. Because what happened, um, well I was working at the time on the garbage truck. I mean, you know, the boss rings back where just be at be meet there. And there was cops saying, oh, I didn't, I had no idea what was going on. But what happened was, um, I'm sitting in the truck and I get the signal and what happens, my daughter had injured her knee in a, in a sort of sporting accident.   And she'd been to hospital. And then when she came out, when she was under the anesthetic and walked, then wife was with her. She mentioned something about this like, you know, something had happened, but I knew nothing about it. I wasn't told anything about it. The first thing I know is in, in the, um, you know, when the cop there and there was, um, like the police were there, that he was there, a counselor from the, the school was there like, and I was going in there completely knew nothing about it.   And then, um, your daughter, this is when she was 14  she was really a bit of a problem and she's going off about going off with both parents and like, they're thinking I'm the bad dude. And then she said, oh, oh no, no dad's alright. And shifted it all to mum. I'm going, oh, thank God for that. Uh, but then there was decided that she sort of cease any contact with this person suspected of being a pedophile, which happened, I, um, the next time there's supposed to be another meeting in two weeks time and went to that.  And then, um, me then wife just said the police didn't attend that. And uh, my wife then said, oh no, she should see the, it's okay for her to see this suspected pedophile. And I said, no, no, no. And it was, I made it myself pretty clear that, you know, like anything happens, I'll, you know, I'll hold everyone accountable in the thing there.  So, and the police would come to me. Yeah, they can't see each other, but there's nothing I could do, you know. Um, but so what happened there? But that's at that stage, that's when I started training race horses. So then that shifted her sort of interest from race horses to away from that bloke.   


Interviewer      Yeah. How old were you at that point? What age were you When she was 14?


M007      Uh, I would've been about 54. 55.



Interviewer      How old was your wife?




M007      Uh, she was nine years younger than me.


Interviewer      Right, okay. Okay. So she would've been about  45.


Interviewer      So how did, how did the abuse affect you physically? Did it, did it affect you physically?

M007     Uh, well from the, oh, from when my daughter was trying to remove me nuts, I think it probably did a bit of damage to that one joint of the, the finger. But that's about all.



Interviewer      Okay. On your, on your left hand.  So you're pinky, 


Interviewer      um, what bit emotionally, how, how did it affect you emotionally?



M007     Well, long term emotionally it didn't, but it looked like naturally put on fair bit of stress on now that you, you rather sort of front court and possibly be, you know, like I was charged with common assault. Yeah. Yeah. Like, so naturally there was a bit of stress on that. 


M007    Yep.



Interviewer      And that was your wife that charged you with the common assault?


M007    Yeah. Yeah. Like me, me, like my daughter didn't press charges. Yeah. But my wife did.


Interviewer      Okay, that's fine. Did you get any help at the time? Did you go and see a psychologist or No.


M007     No.


Interviewer      Did you try and get any help at all at the time?


M007      No. No? No. Cause I could see, like, as far as I was concerned, everything I'd done was justifiable.. And, and I was prepared to back me, back meself in the court. Like I defended myself against the trained prosecutor in the magistrates court. Yeah. And I had no, cause it basically came down. There was no, um, contradiction in any of the evidence from the, the nightly daughter was then the witness. And there was no real contradiction, major contradiction in any of the evidence.  so it basically just came down to, uh, whether I used excessive force. Yeah. And that's basically all, all I had to really 


Interviewer      Did. Did, did you talk about the force that your wife made? Did you talk about the force that the wife started on you because she was pushing you?   


M007   Oh, that, that was all part of it. The evidence given in the court?


Interviewer      Yeah. So how were the police with you when, when all this was going on? When, when,
How were the police with you when, when this incident happened? What were the police like, uh, to you? Um, how did they, how did they treat you? How did they communicate with you?


M007      Oh no, they, they were good. They were pretty good. Good. They pretty good. Cause they, they, like after they, the daughter and wife took off and the next thing like, I see police can come down the driveway. I was expecting that, you know? Yeah. And I just sort of went off and spent a few hours in the lock up.

Interviewer      Okay. Has there been any other violence in your relationship?
:

M007     No. It was only from that 14. Yeah. That she, yeah. She was constantly sort of shaking up and striking, you know, but nothing as, as much intended as this. But, but that, well, after that incident, there's been now since then, you  Know. 


Interviewer      So that was an isolated, it was isolated as far as, there's two things happening. There is your daughter from, she was 14 and, and her  behaviour changing and, and facing up to you and, and, and was she verbally abusive towards you? Uh, did she swear at you? Did she call her names? Did she, was she quite aggressive or was she just,

M007     Well, not to any extent as it was as the physical stuff. Like she'd be straight in the face or then she'd start striking, you know? 


Interviewer      Yeah. So where, where would she hit  you  when she hit You? 


M007    Uh, well, I'd protect myself   Yeah. So it would just be the  Arms, my arms, yeah. And then, and then I'd just sort of wrap her up and sort of restrain her. And then after a restrain her, then, you know, I usually sort of restrain her finger on the floor and then she'd settle down. That would be the end of it. Yeah. For that stage.


Interviewer      Have you had a, an family violence order or AVO taken out  Has that ever happened?




M007    Uh, no. No, but I think after that thing, I think we, whether it was a apprehended violence sort, but I think we had to keep apart. We both had to keep apart for so many days. But, but we, it was after so many days, like two days or something, she came back to live in the house. 


Interviewer      Yeah. Okay.  And how long were you together after that incident?



M007    It was probably a couple of years.


Interviewer      Okay. And how did that affect your relationship?



M007      Well, the relationship was pretty much ended like before that. Really? Yeah. And so the thing is when she wouldn't support me trying to keep her away from the, the suspected pedophile, you know, and this is what the police was saying. Yeah. And she just sort of liked it was if she wasn't supporting the wellbeing of the, the daughter, you know?  Um, and since then it just, um, basically that ended as far as I was concerned. And the thing is, I still had, his son was younger and I didn't wanna walk out on their lives as a support until they actually established themselves, which meant like going to university, you know, getting established in their career through university and that, and I told 'em before that, you know, I would be leaving, you know.


Interviewer      So how old was, how old was your youngest child when you left that relationship?




M007     Uh, it would've been 20 about, he would've been about 20.


Interviewer     Okay. So he basically stayed in the relationship until he'd finished his schooling, his uni or whatever It was? 



M007     Yeah. He, he, he'd finished school and then he'd, um, gone at the Townsville  and he'd got a diploma science up there. 



Interviewer      Okay. Okay. what did your wife say when, once you'd come back from the court case and she had you charged, and how did she approach that, the fact that she had you charged?


M007    Um, well, in some of the arguments after that, probably she, she said, oh, this light, you know, you know, I was just talking about like, you know, you know, I'll just, I'll lie, you know, stuff like that, you know. 

Interviewer      So she said she would lie.


M007     She, she said she would lie, you Know, so 


Interviewer      why would she lie?



M007    I've got no idea, mate.


Interviewer      Like, I, I wasn't sure whether she, you'd got a longer conversation and there was a rationale for it.


M007      No, I can't, I still don't understand why, you know that, you know, but, uh, yeah, she said that. But I, like a but at that stage, I, I was just being like, I'm gonna live here. When the kids get sort of educated enough that they can stand in their own two feet and I'm out, I sort of let her know. I let the kids know that that's what I was doing. Like there was no sex in the end in the relationship for 10 years, almost 10 years or something Like that. .  

Interviewer      Okay.


M007      But the violence, the violence was actually from me daughter.


Interviewer      Yeah. It sounds like , for me, it manifest, it started with your daughter, but there was also that manifestation, which ended up your wife's on the phone bringing you down to your mates so that she looks good and you look bad. And then when that argument happened and your daughter's trying to get your crown jewels your wife's buying into that and she's, you. 

M007  yeh

Interviewer      and then she brings it so there's violence there, 

M007 yeah  
Interviewer      um, and there'll be some verbal stuff there as well. And then she takes charges out against you. And then later on she said, you know, she's going to lie against you. Um, so that's violence in its own right. 

M007   Yeah


Interviewer      So, so you get two people who, who violent against you. 


M007  Yeah


Interviewer      so at the end of the day, that's the, and, and your wife's, you can, you try to defend your daughter's safety. Um, and your wife is a bit like with that as far as kinda let your daughter see somebody that is, might be a suspected pedophile.  So, but there's two sets of  violence there. 


M007     yeah. 


Interviewer      Your daughter one kind of started that, but your, your wife's been verbal, whether you kinda recognized it as that. And it's not unusual. You wouldn't be, your wife's been doing this for a while  


M007  yeah


Interviewer      and, and the relationship's deteriorated and your wife's bringing that out in the public cuz she's on the phone and she's bringing you down in front of the other people. 

M007 yeah




Interviewer      So that's a form of abuse as well.  Yeah. Oh yeah. 



M007      Well it's obviously abuse, you know, but then like it's hard to draw the line what's like, you know, what, what is and what isn’t abuse, you know, and all that sort of stuff. Like what's robust discussion, what's argument? You know,


Interviewer      I think you're totally right. Um, we, we all have robust discussions. We all have disagreements. Um, and that's fine if, you know, you and I can have a robust discussion and there's no violence, there's no abuse, we're just having different points of view. We agree, we're both passionate, we agree to disagree at the end of the day and we walk away. Um, but that's not what you're describing. That's, that's probably also happening. 

M007   Um, 


Interviewer      but when somebody's on the phone talking about you and doing it in a negative way to get some sort of negative message and, and publicly humiliate you in some way, that's, that's not on a bus discussion.





M007    yeah I think, well see, I wouldn't know. Like the phone would be concealed. Yeah. Yeah. So it was all unknown to me that there was someone on the  phone. 


Interviewer      From what your saying, So that's not, that's not a kinda normal behavior. Right. And and I don't think you've kinda realized that that is an issue.

M007    Yeah, but I wasn't, I wasn't aware of this most of the time that, that there was abuse.



Interviewer      So when did you become aware of that.


M007   What Oh, one of the times, you know, she starts talking to the person on the phone, you know, you know, saying, oh, he's going off for about, you know, like, I'm going back probably 10. Yeah. more than 10 years? Probably now.


Interviewer      Okay. So when this was happening, you said that your son, your son was younger? Yeah. How old was your son?

M007    Well, at the time he would've been, he was still going to a school here in Burnie, um, year 11 and 12 here. So he would've been about, uh, hang on. No, he was at uni when that happened, I think.


Interviewer      Was she, is she, is your daughter younger?

M007      No, the daughter's four years older than,


Interviewer      So was it 2014 that this happened or was


M007     She prior to 2014? 2014 is when I walked out and left.

Interviewer      So you said that she was 14 when she started this


M007      2014? Uh, no, no. When she was 14, which would've been about, uh, 2014, which would've been about two, uh, in 2004. That's when the problem started in 2004.


Interviewer      Yeah. So did your son see any of this? Or did your son see the, the stuff that happened that led to you getting charged?


M007     Uh, no. He, he wasn't home at that time. He was in townsville for that. He was, he must been doing. So he was either Townsville or was at school, he might have still been at school, but he wasn't in in the home.


Interviewer      Right. So he didn't see any of that happening. What about the stuff where your, your wife been on the phone, the other people didn't see any? 


M007   No. 

Interviewer      So that's good. That's good.




M007      But he would've been at school or uni at the time,



Interviewer      So, um, so by her, by by your wife, um, doing the stuff with the phone, she's making it quite public. 


M007   Yeah.


Interviewer       Right. So there'll be private staff as well between you two, but she's making that quite public. So I get, I understand. I'm trying to get, what I'm trying to to, to understand here is the full situation. So I'm trying to understand the full situation. So what I've got here is, what it sounds like is I've got a deteriorating marriage.
I've got a daughter at 14 with a whole range of different issues that he's tried to get fixed out, lashing out, behaviorally hitting you, you're defending yourself. Um, your wife's on the phone with her friends trying to start an argument, trying to try to, I dunno what she's trying to do. Um, but the, the phone's concealed so that you're not aware that she's been doing this stuff.


M007   Mmmm


Interviewer      And, and at one point you did become aware of one of these episodes, you did become aware and she started talking to her friend and she's, she's clearly saying, you know, he's trying to do this. He's, he's trying to start this, he's trying to do this. So she's, it sounds as if she's kind of doing that for a reason, um, that you, that's, that's making it quite public. Um, and it's probably suggesting that, um, there's probably other conversations with this person because otherwise you wouldn't, you wouldn't normally do that.
You wouldn't do it out the blue that even before in martha or how you'd be go in math. How you be going, Martha, I'll just put my phone and I'll start a fight with my husband. It doesn't make any sense. So, so there's a, it sounds as if she's, she's trying to, she's trying to, to create a situation that you're going to put yourself in a place that's not gonna be brilliant. So at the end of the day, so I'm just trying to understand. So what I don't want to do is I don't want to make anything up or put anything in my own in, I'm just trying to reflect back to you.

M007     Yeah,  Yeah. I can't, I've got no idea. Yeah. The motivation, I've, I've got no idea. I thought of that. I can't work it out like, Yeah. Like, like the relationship was, I would say it was pretty good until that, until that my daughter was about 14. Yeah. You know, and the thing is, I knew nothing about it. I knew nothing about what she heard when she was coming out around the anysthetic Now, like I certain strange, she didn't discuss that with me, but obviously discuss it with people at the work. Cause she worked.  


Interviewer      So what do you mean what she had when she came out? Anesthetic? 

M007    Well, she  Said, I, she said something about basically in in mean she was in some sort of relationship with this pedophile bloke, but whether, whether that's true or not

Interviewer         So Your daughter, this is your Daughter. 


M007     That's what the daughter said to me wife. Why? But the thing is, me wife didn't tell me anything about this. I knew nothing about it until the cops pull up and I get out.


Interviewer      Okay.

M007    But obviously people she, cause she works with, she went, I guess she still works at the hospital as a cleaner and there's sort of social that's on King Island, so there's social workers there and there was, but the, you know, this meeting was all teed up with the police and the social worker and I think the school principal and all that sort of stuff, you know.


Interviewer      So your, your son at the time, was he in school in King Island or was he in school here?


M007, at that time, well, she would've been 14. So he would've been 10. He would've been at school at King Island. 


Interviewer      Did your partner get any assistance for, for her behavior? Did she, cause there's a few things going awry with her behavior. Not, not just the fact that she kinda, she's been doing things against you, but also she's, she's not in what state with safety things for a daughter either? Um,

M007    Well the police, the police said, look, you just gotta keep my part. I said, look mate, I can't do it. You know, I've done everything, you know, and they were saying, you gotta keep things to apart, you know, the,
Suspected pedophile. But, and I was the only one sort of speaking up at the, at the, um, at the meeting, which was like the first one I said, the police were there and, and, and the pedophile suspected pedo pit was there. And I think the school had representatives. Then the next one, the police weren't there. And oh, my daughter and my wife were there too. The next one, the police weren't there. And then  
I was the only one saying, no, they gotta be kept separate, you know?

Interviewer       Yeah.

M007      And the police were coming to me saying, look, you gotta pick myself, myself. You know, like we tried a lot of agencies to get help and everything just could not get anywhere, you know? And the police were pretty good, you know, in what, what they were doing at that stage too. You know, like when I said before that, um, you know, I was down in this period after she was four and it rolls down, checking the veggie garden down the back, the next thing you hear a big promotion out the, you know, the house go up there and there's blood coming out.  Me, me wife's nose and my daughter had hit her.  But, you know, and the thing is, I thought we better get the police just in case anything happens, you know? And then she was going off at the police saying, we should be dead. And we were like, the cops said, look, if you know I'm by <inaudible>, we'd be lock you up. You know, like it was pretty heavy that that bit, you know? Yeah. And happened the, uh, the um, sister in on main Australia, um, took her to get her away from there and had her, took them, took her on a holiday. But while she's on the holiday, she's on the phone with this suspected pedophile all sort of thing. And then there was a big blow up there. But cause she didn't want them to interview with her, sort of. Yeah. And then they finished up saying, well, you know, put her on the plane, get back to King Island. Otherwise she probably would've finished up in the wealfare home, You know?


Interviewer       Yeah, okay. Okay.


M007     Pretty, pretty messy One  <laugh>. 



Interviewer      Yeah. When, when you, I suppose when you, when, because it is, it's quite complex. So I'm hearing what you're saying. So for you, the main issue for you is the abuse, the and the violence and the aggression that your daughter had to you and, and also to your wife. And it's how that violence not just about a man conducting the violence, but other people, kids conducted the violence.  Violence. So that would normally be classified as child to parent violence, right? As what child to parent violence. Mm-hmm. <affirmative>. Right. But there's another one in here where it's, as your relationship deteriorated, there was, there was, there was violence abuse, there was verbal abuse, manipulation cuz your wife was manipulating you based on what you've said to me. So that's, so that's more about where this study would come in. But I'll use the information about, cuz other people have contacted me as well and said that their kids have have, um, being violent against them and abusing them. So they'll, we'll get two thoughts in here. So some of this information will get separated and we'll say, right, that's a different type of violence, but we've still got this. So there's some still some relationship stuff that ended up you going to court and being charged for an assault charge. So at the end of the day, that's a significant thing that you, there was violence against you, you were protecting yourself and you were charged and you were sent to court and you had to defend yourself in a court of law.  Right? So that's, that's more about what this research is about. So I'll separate the data, right? So some of this will be, will be in one area talking about the wider form of, of use within families and how that happens, which will be your daughter's staff. And that'll go into your theme as well.   Um, and it's not something that we were looking at doing, but I'll do that because I've had a couple of people contact me and it'll, so it'll fit. Okay in that. But then there's this, this bit that's happened over time. And then it culminated in this, your daughter's triggered it off, but your wife joined in and then your daughter stood back and your wife said, I'm charging this guy. So at the end of the day, there's, there's been that trend against you with her and the phone and her friends and, and, and doing that in a deterioration relationship.   There will also, in between that be robust discussions and disagreements that are fairly equal from what you're saying. Sorry. What? There'll be there'll be arguments between the two of you that are fairly equal that you start it or she starts it. But at the end of the day, we've got your daughter's abuse and then subsequent physical violence.  We've got an incident where you, she's trying to remove your testicles. You're, you try to protect yourself. Your wife joins in and, and starts shoving you. You protect yourself there. You lash out four jabs there, four jobs there. She calls the police, you get charged, you end up in court, you've gotta defend yourself. And the, the police are saying to you, or the judge is saying, was it reasonable force?  And in that case, the, it is from what you're saying, the judge has said, you've got no case to answer because it was reasonable for you were trying to defend yourself. The police said quite clearly that your daughter had every intentions of trying to remove your testicles. And then there'll be other information there about what your wife's role was in that. Because at the end of the day, it was your wife that jumped in and your wife wasn't jumping in to protect you from getting, from getting a further assaulted.  Your wife was jumping in to assault you and to, to shove you away from, from, from a daughter who was trying to attack you. So at the end of the day, that's, that's an incident in its own right. So there was verbal stuff and, and whether you were aware of it or not, it'd been happening for some time. And I think that that was a rationale for her taking the side that she took against you in that incident. If, if your relationship was really good and she was supportive, she would've been trying to stop your daughter from harming you because your daughter was the one that was attacking you.  So at the end of the day, it's, it is complex, but at the end of the day, from, from what you've been telling me, it sounds as if there's two sets of issues here. One was your daughter and that's the one that you really wanted to kind of focus on. But in and at the same time, and it might have been the reason why your relationship deteriorated was because of your daughter and all the, the  Trust of all I, 


M007     from my point of view, what, because I didn't have the support of my wife that that was the big crunch. You know, like it was quite obvious that, you know, you are putting her in danger by having her see blow, you know, and that's what I was fighting and that's what the police were wanting to do. But like in that reconciliation meeting, like I was only one voice, you know? Yeah. There's nothing I, but uh,


Interviewer      So what, so what would you, so going back to going back to the court case that you had and, and you won, what would you, what advice would you have for the courts in that situation? Looking at your case, what would you like to tell the courts? Is there anything you would like to, to, to say the courts you would like to see different?


M007     Well, no, not really. Cause see my daughter's statement was the witness statement. Uh, your wife's statement was, and, and I had a statement and basically that was the evidence here, plus the transcript from the, the video interview with me, the thing. So basically that that's all the evidence here.  Now, other stuff, there was some, so every, all, there was no major contradiction from other party on what actually happened. It was basically all, all said the same thing. Yeah. So, so how it came to court is, is beyond me. So,  


Interviewer      So, so that's fair enough. So you're happy enough with the court side of things. So let's look at how it came to court. So that's the police, isn't it? That's the, the police's decision whether it goes to court or not.
Right. So is there anything you would like to, to see different as far as, even though you're saying to me that the police would be, were quite good with you, the process was still that you went to court. So what would you like to see different with that process that that may have been, that you then go to court? 


M007    Well,   I'm, I'm quite happy with the process. Yeah. Like the police had the evidence there. They presented the evidence to the prosecutor. The prosecutor then is the one that comes back to say whether it goes to court or,


Interviewer      But the prosecutor is the police.


M007    No, but the prosecutor that the police, there's only two police on the island then they, the prosecutor on Tasmania actually goes ahead. Like they, there's a police prosecutor that actually prosecuted in the case. So it, they were the ones that determine whether it goes to court or not. Not, not the two local police officers. Yeah. Uh, now there's in gray area there appears she was an ex king island and may wanted to spend the weekend on King Island. So, you know, but as far as, I had no problem with the process because okay, I was charged.   Um, and I was confident I'd get out of it because all the facts were there in the report, you know, and that's all can be done on it. Like, and I'd be very pissed off if it wasn't. But by, by the, the evidence of the thing, I couldn't see how I, I I couldn't win the case. And I and for an untrained yabo like yourself to win against a trained prosecutor, like it's,  It doesn't mean anything.



Interviewer      Yeah. No, good job. Job well done. Is there any research that you would like to see conducted around male victims of domestic violence? What, is there anything you'd like to see?


M007     Well,  I don't know what research you can do. I think the biggest problem is the thing that blokes aren't going to mention it, blokes aren't gonna mention it. They're being sort of abused by their spouse because they might, who they might look, you know, less of a bloke. And I think that's where the problem I think, I think that domestic abuse, flash violence, you knows a big gray area between, I think it's pretty common because, um, my present wife was, her previous husband was, um, a marital bloke who is former wife actually had, you know, had some idea that he was knocking around with his daughter, you know, which was completely wrong.
It was all in the head. So, so abuse itself is pretty common. I think it's probably more common than anyone thinks. Like for, for her to be well married for two blokes that have had been on the wrong end of the sort of domestic abuse, violence things that must be pretty common.



Interviewer      So do you know anybody else that's been the victim of domestic violence? A male. A male that's been the victim of domestic violence? 

M007   No.  No.


Interviewer      Okay.


M007    Well as I said, you know, there's probably a lot out there, but you don't, you won't hear about it.



Interviewer      Oh. And it's one of the reasons why I'm doing the research, um, to try and understand what's happening out there, um, what's happening with men. So I'm hearing, I'm hearing a lot of people saying, yep, it's quite common, but whether we get enough men coming forward and saying, well that's the issue and that's why data needs to be there. There needs to be evidence. Um, and it's why I'm doing this statewide. I'm doing this statewide. So at, at the end of the day.   Um, cuz I don't, I don't think that you've recognized that there was abuse happening between you and your wife. I think you're, you're that focused on, on your daughter stuff quite rightly cuz that's, that's an issue no problem at all. But you're not recognizing that.


M007     Oh, I'd say that was there, but I, I probably, as far as I was concerned after I couldn't get the support from her to look after the you the keep me daughter safe. But then as far as I was concerned, you know, I a lot cause I was given up, like we had, we had a good relationship up until then. Yeah. But that's just something that I couldn't accept as being, you know, like, like my daughter, like the thing is not only she's strong and violent, she's smart too.  so she was pretty good at manipulating people. And I think mean for my wife, was he manipulated and I think my daughter knew that and used it to her advantage.


Interviewer      So is your daughter in the relationship now?


M007     I don't think she's ever been in a fair dinkom  relationship. She's now 30, about 33 Almost. 


Interviewer      And where's she, where's she now? Where's she living now? 




M007     She's   Still in, she's in regional Victoria. But you know, even after that, like, she was living with a bloke and he rang out and said, look, can you take him to own? Cause she was trying to strangle him  or something, you know, like, so she's, well she has, I'd say she's definitely had a relationship problem.


Interviewer      Right. Okay. Okay. Um, so, so it sounds as if she's, she's maybe been quite aggressive in another, at least one other relationship as well,  It sounds as if she's been aggressive and at least one other relationship.


M007    Oh yeah. Well that's at least one there that I'm aware of.



Interviewer      Yeah. If he was in Tasmania, he could have, he could have phoned me up and took part in this. Huh? If he was in Tasmania, he could have funded me up and took part in the, in this study. 



M007   Well the bloke, the bloke that she was in, uh, that she tried to choke or something is still  Tasmanians on King Island. 


Interviewer      Um, so is there anything else you would like to, to share with me? Um, especially I suppose, um, not just about your daughter stuff, but about the relationship you had were your wife and, and really around that 



M007    Oh no, it wasn't, it's not easy, you know, it's, but obviously the relationship wasn't gonna work with me and their mother. And the thing is, it's pointless flogging a dead horse. Like, you better go your own way, like trying to study your life again, you know? So I dunno what's happened to what's happened with me former wife or not. But, you know, naturally it has had, um, like I don't have the contact with the kids now, but I still have Facebook contact with them and that, you know, and I have seen them, well when he, I went up to town to when he, after he did his, um, diploma sites, he did a BSC up there and I went up to the, to see him graduate there.  Um, I think, and I seen my daughter actually was doing a bit of work here as part of course.  And I saw her here and I went to Newcast and we had a family reunion, like extended drawing family reunion and they were there. So there, there's still communication with the kids, but there's no close. There's, but, uh, but no, just that, that bit of exposing our daughter to danger. Yeah. That, that was just unacceptable to me.  And you know, there was a lot of people put a lot of effort into rely on that. Like the police in particular, they, they, you know, but you just hit me head up against you brick. Oh you just getting like, everyone would be telling, you know, implying you don't or what you're doing, let me sort it out. And then they walk away, throw their hands up in the air, you know? Yeah, yeah. Okay. And, and basically I just say, well this is what I, I'll figured that this is what I've gotta do.

I'm gonna do it this way. If I'm right, I'm right. If I'm wrong, I'm wrong. But someone's gotta do something. That's what I did. You know, 


Interviewer      sounds if you were a good dad, 



M007    well I think I am, but well, they both turned out okay. So, you know, but no one knows. You can only do the best what you think you can do. And I think I did that. 



Interviewer      Yeah, I think so. I think so. Well done. 


M007        Well that's what we're here for, you know, and the thing is, if you, you take on the responsibility kids, you can't take it on halfhearted, you gotta take it on wholehearted. Like even the violence, I may have contributed to that in some way because Peter, when she was at school and she went to a social thing or something said, and Peter, she got herself into a bit of a scrap with all the shoes and got us, was in that headlock and said, how do we get out of the headlock? And I taught her how to do that <laugh>. So I probably can drink, but <laugh>.  But you can't, you can't raise your kids to be doormats. Yep. They've gotta be able to stand up. And I think, well your son's completely different. He is very like your daughter's very self center. It's all about her. When your son's very laid back and it's all about other people. So, but you can, you know, people have got different personalities, but you can only try and do the best you can, you know?  

Yep. That's fair enough. But I think that's probably, I've got a fair bit from you from that. Um, I'll do the transcript. It'll be all over the place cuz we've went all over the place. Normally I'll get structured questions and I just keep to them, but because it's, there's a couple of different things happening, right? So there's your daughter, there's your wife, but there's also, um, I think, you know, one of the things, it sounds as if it's affected you is, is your idea of your wife neglecting your daughter's safety.  And that really kinda crushed you. That, that that's, that can hit you really hard. That, that your wife not protecting your daughter  


M007   Well that, that was the hardest thing. Yeah.




Interviewer      Yeah. And, and that's a, you know, that's a, that's, that's an issue for you.


Interviewer       Did you, did you see anybody for any help at that time when you were getting through that?



M007     Oh, look, we, we tried everywhere. We tried everywhere but couldn't get anything. Like, you know, we, we, we tried all agencies. There was just no, especially on King Island until it's a bit isolated, it wasn't. But we, we went through like, we tried to see if there was a psychological problem with that, whether she was or not. Bipolar. We got her assessed for that, you know. But everyone had like social workers throw their hands up, you know, in their air and walk away and leave you to pick up the pieces  you know?  And I think the thing is, I, by training all this myself that got a focused on one thing and I think that was the secret, you  Know? Yeah. And that, that really helped her. 


Interviewer      Yeah. And that, you know, just shows you how far you went to try and look after your daughter. And, um, that was a great job. You did.



M007     Well I think it was a better job than doing trying horses. <laugh>



Interviewer      Were you, were you successful at training horses?



M007     Uh, no. I managed to get one second. You know, that was, and a couple of thirds, but the second, the second place was the best. I've got.

Interviewer      Well that's, you know, you've gotta be in to  Win it. 


M007    But the thing was, it was something that we could do together as a team. Yep. Like and your son, like she was me stable hand. She was also me track rider on some, did some of the truck riding. My son was a stable hand and it became like something to give them responsibility.   And they had to be accountable that like, because they were licensed to the racing, you know, they had to adhere to a standard of behavior and all that sort of stuff, you know? Okay. And it was all a matter of just educating and, and introduce them to responsibility and stuff like that.


Interviewer      Yep. No, that's, that's, that's great. That's, that's excellent. Look if you, if you need anything else, so if you, if you find it, taking part in this was, was a wee bit distressing for you was what, if you find it taking part today was a wee bit distressing for you, then just let me know. There's, there's, I'm going give you a, I'm going to give you this sheet. Cause again, it's just about the, the project. Um, it's one of the things that we've got to do for you, whether you choose to use, it's entirely up to you.   Um, but there's, there's just some numbers there If you, if you become distressed.



M007    No, no, no. I, I'm, I'm quite happy cause I, you know, I did what I thought was right and you can only do that with information you have in hand. I think the results speak for themselves and wasn't the wrong thing. And you know, if it 10 years down the track, if it's proven that I could have done it better, well ain't gonna help. Now that's, and that's the way I live by things. Make your decisions on what you know at the time. Do it then that's the one you do.  So, and the results, like she's okay. Like we still communicate, like after we left new wifi, I haven't really haven't spoken to her, but when doing all the real estate stuff and that, well I did help her, you know, but that, that's what I do. I don't have to like someone to help him, you know?   . So, you know, it just made it easier and you know, and after all she still is the mother of me kids, you know, so. Yeah.


