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Interviewer      Um, okay. Can you tell me why you contacted me originally? 

M012     It, it was, uh, it, it was because I was frustrated about, um, how my circumstances had, um, had developed. Um, like I, I understand that there's not a whole lot that can be done for me in my situation, but I, I just saw talking to you as a, a weight vent and Yeah. Um, possibly a way to contribute to something.


Interviewer      Can you tell me where you've seen the study?



M012    Um, just on Facebook. it was an advertisement.


Interviewer      Um, what's your experience of domestic violence or intimate partner abuse? What's your ex, what's your experience of it?


M012     Oh, my, yep. Yeah, my situation, it was, um, emotional abuse, um, which included being put down about, um, my employment that it wasn't good enough. Um, I was regularly being gaslit, so I, or it was attempted that that was happening to me.   Yeah, there was, there was a bit of rumor spreading on my wife's part, um, which was pretty far reaching. Um, um, there was false dv ac domestic violence accusations against me. Um, and my wife, she's a PO. She was a PP at the time, um, PS and who had experience with the DV system. And because of that, um, yeah, she was able to navigate it very well. Um, but personally I was young. I didn't have any money, no family support. And so it was very easy for, um, her to go through with the dv, um, the whole DV thing. Um, because I didn't have money. I couldn't challenge anything. Yeah.


Interviewer      Can you give me some examples, um, of the gaslighting? or anything else? 


M012   Uh, yeah, so a big one. Um, so my ex-wife, like, she'd just riled me up. Um, just she'd say a lot of offensive things to me and, um, like I thought it was a bit strange. Um, she made personal attacks about my family members and would, on one occasion, she, um, said some negative things about my grandfather.  And when I didn't respond to that, she said something about my father who, he's a, um, he's a very kind, uh, humble person, low intelligence. And when she was saying offensive things about him, um, yeah, I got quite upset about it. But then part of that whole gaslighting thing, um, yeah, she then proceeded to say I, I had anger issues and Um, yeah, so actually part of that dv, the whole DV thing was, um, so she's actually has had a long term lesbian relationship before that. And so eventually, like, uh, we, we got married eventually, um, cuz she was trying to have a child with me beforehand, but as a religious person, um, like I, I refused.  And so eventually we were married, had a child, and as soon as she was, um, in the, within the first trimester, that's when she's off. But part of that DV process, um, it was once I refused to give her whole custody, that's when she got a dv. Yep,


Interviewer      Can you tell me a, the most recent time that you experienced the abuse from her?


M012     Yeah. I, i, I don't think it's been in a while. I, I may have to, that

Interviewer      it doesn't, I doesn't really have to get back To that. Yeah. That, that doesn't, it doesn't matter how long ago it was. So this is, this is not about Yeah. Um, it doesn't have to be be just now. It, it is just about your experience. It's not about Yeah. Whether that experience is recent or not. 


M012    Yeah. Um, so there's, there seems to be alienation from my son, um, but I I, I might have to circle back to that. Yeah. Um, but like the most recent, uh,


Interviewer      These are not, these are not clinical, so I'm not going to, I'm not gonna mark you down if it's not Yeah, yeah. The most recent, cuz your memory is your memory and it, sometimes it's a case of saying, well, I can't tell you the most recent poll, but I can tell you one of the last times was this is, this is what was happening towards the end. So, so that's a, that's an option.



Interviewer           Alienation from your child is would be one. Um, what does that look like?


M012    y eah. Um, it, it was just, um, my son's response to me, which, um, yeah, he, he, he didn't engage me. I like, he still doesn't really engage with me normally. Um, yeah. It's like he sees me as some kind of villain  figure. Um, like he is, he is always seems to be apprehensive towards me.    Um, but like with my current partner , like he seems fine with her, but it's more specifically around me.


Interviewer      How often do you see  Him?



\M012     Um, so I've been Skyping him, uh, might be once a week, uh, once a week, once a fortnight. Yep.Yeah. So I think one, one of the occasions I can remember Yep. Specifically it, it is quite a while ago. Yeah, that's fine. Um, so when we were going through court, um, with the dv the DV things, um, so yeah, our, our son, he was around, he was around 10 months old and I'd never seen him before.  Um, hadn't seen photos or anything because she had refused to let me see him. Um, yeah. And she told me I was selfish for asking for photos to see him. Uh,  


Interviewer      So how did you feel, how did you feel when, how did you feel when you were, before you asked for those photos? Were you, I say, I don't want to put, I don't want to put words in your mouth. Yeah. But what, what I'm looking for us, I suppose some of these questions are, um, gimme an example, um, of a, of a, a, an incident and then what were you, what was happening before, during, and after that incident? Yep. And then what were you feeling before, during, and after that incident so that we can get an understanding of breaking down what that experience was like for you?  


M012     Yep. Okay. Um, yeah, so part of my experience was, um, like I, I went and saw a therapist during the separation process. And so this is, um, before my son was born, and she told me, um, like a lot of men, I was quite emotionally illiterate and she asked me if I knew I was being emotionally abused, and I said, I didn't know what that meant.  Um, and so my, my emotional range seemed to be quite small. It was happy, angry, um, at, at that point, like, I was upset, but I could see what, I could see what was happening, which was, um, there was a DV process going on and she was trying to look for something or she was trying to provoke me to do something.  Um, and like, like I was, I was upset. I was frustrated that, um, the legal system didn't seem to be helpful. Um, yeah. Felt quite powerless. I, I still feel, um, very powerless.


Interviewer      Yeah. Thank you. What do you think, what do you think was your partner's experience in that incident? So when, when you're asking for pictures and she's refusing, what do you think's happening for her at that point?


M012     Um, I, I, I think she was hoping I was gonna do something, um, because she was looking for content for, um, for a DV case to be stronger. Um, because the DV case is connected with custody. Um, so yeah. Yeah. I, I believe she was hoping for something to happen or hoping I'd do something. 


Interviewer      Okay.  can you tell me a bit the first time you experienced the abuse from her?



M012    Yep. Um, yeah. So while I was married, um, so it was a very, it was all a very quick process, um, from first meeting her to being married. It was a matter of months. Um, like, it, it was crazy. Um, I just hadn't had a girlfriend before. I just finished up two years as a missionary. And so my experience having a girlfriend, I just didn't know what to expect.    Um, I, I felt like I was by myself a lot, um, that I didn't have anyone to talk to, just felt isolated. Um, and I'd been isolated from my family. Um, because for my ex-wife, she'd said, um, that she'd had a falling out with my mother and her and her brother had both demanded that I cut off my family because of that.   

Interviewer      How did you feel during that period?

M012     Yeah, just by myself, um, isolated. I like, I, I felt hurt. Um, yeah, I, I felt like I wanted to connect, but it was like I was unable to. Um, yeah.


Interviewer      How did you go on with your family beforehand?


M012      Uh, like, not great. My mother's, she is, um, quite mean and nasty growing up. Um, my father's quite kind and caring, um, so fine with my dad, but my mother not so much. 


Interviewer      Okay. What do you think your partner's experience from that was? What do you think was happening for her at that time?


M012     Um, I, I suspect it was pre-planned. Um, that she intended to cause some kind of drama to isolate me from my family.


Interviewer      How old were you, the team?


M012     21.


Interviewer      How old were your partner?


M012      33,   Oh, sorry. 32. Thank you.



Interviewer      How do you feel about that abuse now?


M012     Um, in, in hindsight? Um, yeah, I, I couldn't imagine being in the same situation. It, I'm frustrated on my own behalf that I was in that position, but I just didn't have any insight.   


Interviewer      Thinking about how you and your former partner interacted during that period and during periods of conflict and looking at the whole experience of the conflict for both of you, can you tell me if the conflict was started by either of you?


M012    Yep. Yeah. So started by my ex-wife, um, regularly, um, often when I'd get home from work. So I was working a warehousing job at the time. Yeah, I'll be quite tired. And it was usually once I got home from work after a long day, um, there'd be some issue or, um, something, something that was a problem. Um, so one example was, your work's not good enough, you need to, um, get some other work.   Here are the options that I'm happy with. Um, which included. So as a 21 year old, she told me she wanted me to be an army officer, um, so in a leadership role, but I didn't feel like I was capable of doing that kind of thing. But, um, she put a lot of pressure on me saying that my current work wasn't adequate and that I needed to provide for the family that we had.  And I wasn't doing my duty as a man in providing like, or in having a better job. Yeah.



Interviewer      Did you start any of that abuse? Were, did you initiate any of that? 



M012      No. Any of the arguments at any of the, no. 


Interviewer      How did the abuse affect you physically?


M012    I, I lost weight. Um, I, I was the lightest I'd ever been. Um, but it was like, I mean, at that age. Um, but yeah, so I went like, I, I was quite small. I was about 65, but I went down to about 61 Yeah. Kind of thing. Um, uh, that's what I was gonna say. It was only within a short period of time though.   Yeah. So we were married in January. This was over the, like, few months.

Interviewer      And your weight was stable before that? 


M012      Yeah. 




Interviewer      How did the, how did the abuse affect you emotionally



M012       yeah. Emotionally. Um, part of part of what made it more difficult was that, um, so she was also in the same church, so the LDS church. Um, and so as far as abuse is concerned, um, it's part of the culture of the church that you need to work through a marriage and there's not much, um, that can really end a marriage.  So either someone's cheating on someone else, um, but otherwise you need to work through a marriage. And so this just made it easier for, um, my ex to put me down and for me not to walk away from the situation.


Interviewer      Does the abuse still affect, you now,



M012     Um, yeah. Yeah. Every so often when I think about it, I get frustrated and angry. Um, and because we have a son together, I like, we still need to work through arrangements for him.


Interviewer      Yep. Did you get help from a psychologist at a counsellor, at the time?



M012    Um, she's a, uh, she was a counselor. Yeah.


Interviewer      Are you still getting any Help? 


M012     No.

Interviewer      Did you see them to help make a difference to you?


M012     Yeah.


Interviewer      How did it, how did  It do that? 


M012    Yeah. Um, before, because I'd been isolated from my family, um, even after separating, I, I was still in a place where I, I didn't feel like I could reconnect and, um, my ex's family were all telling me like, they believed that we were gonna get back together  at the time. Like they said, they were sure of it.  And so that kept me further, um, to continuing to be isolated. Whereas seeing the therapist, um, she told me that I needed to, um, build a support network that weren't, um, my ex's family. Um, and so just seeing her by herself, I saw her as, um, someone who yeah, just helped to validate me and helped me to, um, not feel alone.


Interviewer      Did you recognize what, did, what, I suppose what did you go to see the therapist for?



M012   Yep. Um, so I went to saw, see her just after I'd separated. Um, that's why I went to see her, but I didn't understand any of the complexity of it. Yep. It just seemed like a, a milestone, if you will. You're separated co counselor.


Interviewer      Uh, okay. What your experience in regardless to telling others about your abuse experience.


M012    Um, yeah. So I,  I became a lot more sociable, um, a couple of years after that. Yeah. And so, yeah, I, I was happy to tell people about what had happened. Um, it, it was quite easy or I, I don't think I so much went into the emotional abuse. It was more talking about, uh, the dynamics of it. Like he was a, um, a lesbian PO  who basically wanted a child, wanted a child, so they threw together DV claims and, um, basically lied through the process, but I, I didn't really get too much into the, um, a abusive side of it.


Interviewer      How did, how did they react when you were telling them these  Things? 


M012     Um, yeah, just thought it was a crazy story. Um, but I, like, not crazy, unbelievable, but just crazy like, like rare.


Interviewer      I'm going to, can I split that into little sections now? Um, yep. What was your family's reaction when you were telling them, About what was happening?


M012       Yeah, so my, my mother found it easy to believe  because she was the one that my ex had blamed or, or had gone into arguments with. And so it was easy for her. Um, yeah. Yeah. So within, within our local church community, um, my ex and her family members then started telling people that our marriage had ended because I was abusive or physically violent to her. Um, and I think, yeah, like, like there's, there's no evidence of it, anything. But, um, I, I think because my mother's not necessarily the greatest person, it was just easy for people to Yeah. For that kind of rumor to spread. Yeah.


Interviewer       Did you tell any psychological services at the time?





M012     Mum, it, it was just the, just the therapist


Interviewer      What about crisis services?

M012    No,


Interviewer      help lines   
012     No

Interviewer      Doctors,


M012    No,



Interviewer      hospitals?

M012     No, no


Interviewer      Police.

M012     I, I did, um, once custody had started, um, just because, um, the things, the accusations in the custody process, they were so wildly untrue that I, I wanted, um, to be able to expose it somehow. And so I said, oh. So I went to a police station and said, oh, look, going through a custody process, is it possible for someone to come along just so they can see, um, that this person's just making these just completely untrue statements.  Um, and so that's why I attended a police station.


Interviewer       What Was their reaction?


M012    Um, they, they took the time to speak with me and took some details, but I'm, um, I, I don't believe they were able to do anything about that.

Interviewer      Okay. What about lawyers? What was your lawyer's reaction?

M012    Um, so one of my early lawyers, she was quite annoyed about it. Um, she seemed to get quite emotionally involved in the process. Um, eventually that firm closed and I had a new lawyer. Um, his, his reaction was that is just business as usual. Like it was my case seemed to be pretty standard for 'em.


Interviewer       What about the courts? How, what was their reaction of the courts when you were telling them?


M012    Um, so, um, the magistrate who we saw for the domestic violence order, she seemed quite upset and she made orders that I was able to see my son immediately. Um, so he was about 10 months old at the time. Yeah. Um, and in the response, my ex was upset about that.  Um, but the magistrate, magistrate said that, um, if she didn't allow me to see our son, that there was, there's a good chance that she wouldn't progress in her aspirations to become a lawyer. Yeah. Um, if she refused, um, that was for the DV side of things. But then later for custody, it was a three year process. And, um, I was quite frustrated by the magistrate who ran the case because at the end of the three year period, um, after I'd spent out tens of thousands of dollars, she said to me, I'm so glad we could all come together and work things out.   amicably, ley. Yep. Um, so it, it seemed there was no, she didn't understand what was going on, that it didn't mean anything to her.  


Interviewer      Yeah. What about your friends? What was your friends' reactions to when you told to 'em about their abuse?


M012    Yeah. Also my work mates, they were quite upset. Um, a lot of them, um, back when I was doing warehousing, a lot of them volunteered to come to court with me, but , um, I said that was okay, but I was, I was happy to have their support. Yeah.

Interviewer      Yeah. Was the violence one sided?


M012    Um, so there's no physical violence? 

Interviewer      Yeah.   Well, the, the abuse then.


M012    Yep. Um, there, there are a few occasions when provoked, so probably 15% of the time, um, where I did respond, um, eventually. And, um, so we both ended up shouting at each other and we both swore at each other. Yep.

Interviewer      Were you both abusive to each other?


M012    Um, yeah. So we, we both shouted and swore at each other, but, um, that, that's as far as anything I ever did. Yep. Happen.

Interviewer      Yep. How long did the abuse last? So each episode, each, each, you know, if she was having a go, you know, how long did that last?


M012  Um, so it, it might be 30, 40 minutes.

Interviewer      And how long did the abuse last as far as weeks or, or months?


M012     Um, so it, it tended to, um, it, it was pretty consistent over so like months. Um, but then there was a little bit of reprieve if I did something that should wanted. Yeah. Um, but then otherwise there was always something to start off again.


Interviewer      Can you give an example of something that you would've done that she would've wanted, that she would've given you a repreave Yeah.


M012     Let's see. Um, so I, I, I got an interview with the Army to, as a, um, general service officer. Um, but then, so she was a bit happy about that, but then when I, um, wasn't successful with it and I was just accused of sabotaging at all. 

Interviewer      Okay.  How long have you been away from the abuse?


M012    Um, it, it's, it's a bit hard to, hard to say, um, because, uh, with, with our son, we have to make a arrangements Yeah. For a schooling and all that, so I have to email every so often. Um, so yeah, probably every, every so often, like often when I get her a response from her. Yeah. Um, I'm quite nervous about what the response is gonna be. 

Interviewer      Yeah. And what's the, what's the reaction? So what does nervous mean? What does that feel like to you?


M012    Um, so if I see that there's an email from her, I'll just feel a bit sick and anxious before I read. What's in the, email.


Interviewer      How long have you been away from the relationship? So that, I suppose the end of the family court stuff.    


M012    Um, so we separated, we were married in January, 2011, separated in July. Um, the family court, I think it was about 2015. 


Interviewer      Yep. How many relationships you've been in with? There's been abuse present,


M012    Um, just with my mother in my own life growing up o otherwise that's it.  

Interviewer       So we'll keep that as it is an intimate relationship, so it's a, a part relationship rather than the family. I ask that question a bit later on. Yep


M012    Um, so, so none, that was it. Yeah.

Interviewer       What stopped your abuse once it started?


M012    Um, I guess separation, but it did, it didn't stop there. Um, it wasn't until custody proceedings were over. Um, but 

Interviewer      What, what about an episode of abuse? What, what kind of stopped an episode?

M012    Oh, an episode? Um, yeah, I, I think it was me being upset. Um, yeah. On, on one occasion. Um, she had told me she'd cheated on me, um, with her ex part, um, with her lesbian partner. Um, I think she had told me that she had a previously, um, but then she told me she had, again a second time.  And, um, I, I just thought, um, if I made a bigger deal about it, that um, it would prevent it, um, or it would reduce it from happening it in the fu happening in the future. And that's only cause I heard it on the radio just around that time as I drove to work. Whereas previously I hadn't, um, hadn't been as upset when she said she'd cheated on me before.  Um, so it, it was once I was upset, I think I took my wedding ring off and chucked it on the ground. Yep.


Interviewer      Have you had any dvo, eh, served out against you?


M012    Uh, DVOs? Um, yeah. Yep.


Interviewer      Have you had any, eh, against your partner?


M012   No. No. So, uh, the dvo, it was, yeah, part of the terminology for that, there's termin terminology called consent without admissions. Yep. And so my lawyer told me that it wouldn't have any impact on custody. Um, and basically I, I couldn't afford to pay her to represent me any further. So it was basically my only option. 



Interviewer      Yep. And again, you, you can answer some of these before, but Yeah. If you talked to police about the violence, what was the response?


M012    Yeah, nothing. Um, actually I had a friend, a rock climbing friend a couple of years later. She was a police officer is up in Queensland as well. Um, she, she's a forensic police officer. Um, I mentioned a bit about what had happened and then she, she had said she'd heard the story and she was just surprised that, that it was me who that had happened to. Um, but she had heard that my ex had done that to somebody.


Interviewer      Um, what stopped you from telling other people about the violence of the abuse?


M012    Um, so for custody, um, yeah, it was basically for custody purposes. Um, there, I, I didn't understand exactly how all the legal things worked, but the idea was you can't go on like a current affair or 60 minutes, otherwise that's really gonna mess up Yeah. How custody works.


Interviewer      So I'll rephrase that one. Yep. Um, and I think I know the answer cuz I think I'm pretty sure you've, you've answered it before, but when, when the abuse was happening, um, which stopped you from telling other people?


M012   Um, yeah, a lot of it I wasn't aware of it.


Interviewer      Were you ever scared of your partner?


M012     Um, no. No. There's, there's only one occasion where, um, it, it wasn't anything logical. I was, I just felt like I shouldn't go back to the place. And there was something about going to the unit we were at that um, just kind of made my hair stand up. Um, but there's, there's nothing logical about why that was the case.



Interviewer      Were you ever scared about the abuse?


M012   Um, no.


Interviewer      Do you have kids? Do you have Children?


M012      Yeah. The one 10 year old. Yeah.

Interviewer      Did they hear or see the abuse?


M012     Um, not, not between us. He wasn't born.


Interviewer      Yep. Was there abuse that you received in public or private or both or,


M012    Um, private or in front of her family members? 



Interviewer      Yep.  Did your partner get any help for her behaviour?


M012     No.


Interviewer      What assistance did you need at the time when you were going through the abuse?
What do you think you needed?


M012    Um, what helped me was seeing the therapist and then beginning in active social life. Yeah.

Interviewer      Is that the only assistance you needed at that time?


M012    Yeah.


Interviewer      Yeah. Did you receive the assistance you needed? 


M012    Yeah. 



Interviewer      Okay. What would you like to tell service providers about men who have been victims of domestic violence?


M012   Um, from my personal experience, um, they need help navigating the legal system. Um, I mean, particularly for custody purposes, I think understanding it as well, just so they can avoid it or just know how to recognize it. Yeah.

Interviewer      Who the men or the service Providers? 


M012   Oh, like for the men? Yeah. Because I think it's just so easy to not even know what's happening and then just to be stuck in there. And

Interviewer      So what do you think service providers could do about that?


M012     Um, I, I think education on what, what abuse is, what emotional abuse is, financial abuse, um, or the different kinds. Yeah.


Interviewer      What would you like to tell health professionals about being a male victim of DV and what they, what men might need from them.


M012     Um, I think knowing who to refer them on to just to help educate them.


Interviewer      What would you like to tell the police regarding male victims of DV and their needs?


M012      Yeah, it'd be, be something similar at just letting them, helping to educate them. Um, and, uh, I think police officers particularly, um, because part of my experience was that DV would be used for custody purposes, but just so they're aware that, um, there, there is definitely like, I, I wouldn't be the first, I won't be the last, but they're definitely women who are gonna be using that system and that the men need to be aware of that.
And um, like of course they should be respectful and, and all that kind of thing, but, um, yeah, they should be educated as well. Yeah.



Interviewer      What would you like to tell the criminal courts about male victims of domestic violence and their needs?

M012    I'm not too sure. I haven't thought of   That.


Interviewer       So I suppose, um, maybe an example might be the domestic violence order. So you would've got that through Yeah. The criminal court. Yeah. Yeah. So it's about what, what do you want to tell that, you know, that criminal court or any criminal court about men being victims of DV in that sort of situation?


M012    Yeah. In like my experience, like personally, I was disgusted by it. Um, like, like it, it was crazy for me, um, given what my experiences were, um, to be the person who is just constantly belittled or, um, and then just because of the process, it's easy enough. You don't need to, you don't need to have a, an accusation verified if someone doesn't have enough money, they're just gonna put a DV order through.  Um, yeah, I, I was disgusted. And then once I finally got to see my son, there's, they made me, um, go to a visitation center where all the staff treated me as if I was someone who was domestically violent and it was disgusting.


Interviewer      Yeah. So what would you like to tell, I suppose that's not a kind of question here, but I suppose it goes back to service provision. Yep. Cuz child contact services is, is a service provision as well. Yep. So what would you like to tell the children's contact services in general about males as victims of dv?


M012    Yeah. They, I, my opinion, I would say they just need to be professional and that, um, there, there are definitely many female victims, um, but they can't just assume it's always gonna be a man that's the perpetrator. Um,



Interviewer      What would you like to tell the family court about men as victims of DV and their needs?

M012    Sorry, I, I haven't thought of these questions before


Interviewer       Um, so, and, and you look, you may not have an answer. Um, you, you may not have a, um, you, you may be fine with the experience you had, so that, that side of it's fine mm-hmm. <affirmative>. So it's really about the, the crux of the questions, you know, as a male victim and, and looking at your experience going through the family court. Um, is there anything you'd like to say to the family court about, either about your experience or things you'd like to see different or how you'd like to see kind of men in your situation change, um, treated?  Is that, that sort of kind of question?


M012   Yeah. Um, so I, I believe I was treated quite poorly, um, just because they saw a young guy, early twenties, like a warehouse worker, this blue collar, and then they saw a PS, female PS, and they just, it seemed as if, um, all the different people were seeing just automatically assumed that my ex was telling the truth. Um, so we saw a range of healthcare professionals, um, through the lengthy process of custody.  We saw a psychiatrist, um, social workers, um, but it, it seemed that, um, they had some, some prejudice going into it. Yep.

Interviewer      What would you like to tell government policy because of it? Men being victims of domestic violence?

M012    Um, I, I'm, yeah, I, I believe that like, it, it's mostly women and children who are victims, however, with the systems in place. Um, yeah, they're actually, I have thought about this  Before.  Um, the systems that are there to protect the women and children, they're just, um, like, they're tokenistic. They're like a piece of paper that says, um, keep, keep away from them. Um, and so for an actual perpetrator, it, it just doesn't mean anything, that piece of paper, but it hurts people who like myself, um, who yeah. Who are the, the victims in that situation.


Interviewer      Do you think there needs to be more research and to mean as victims of domestic violence?


M012    Yeah.


Interviewer      What would you like to see that, um, done regarding research into mills as victims of dv? So what kind of research would you like to see done?


M012    Yeah, so it, it'd be the research that applies to everyone, um, just about education, um, just knowing what it is. Um, yeah. Yeah. Like I, yeah. Yeah.


Interviewer      What was your thoughts or opinions about men being victims of domestic violence before you experienced the abuse?


M012     Um, I, I wasn't aware of it. Um, just I think because like in hindsight I was, I was quite emotionally illiterate. I didn't really see it. Um, all I, the only kind of emotion, uh, like domestic violence I was aware of was physical violence. Um, I didn't know that all the manipulation and coercion, um, was really part of it. Um, so I, I wasn't really aware of it.


Interviewer      What was your thoughts or opinion about men being victims of domestic violence after you experienced the abuse?


M012   Yeah, that it, it can be quite serious and that, um, so like in the case of men and women, often men are stronger and bigger, but in this, in this scenario, you don't, um, like a women perpetrating domestic violence, she doesn't need to be stronger. Um, there's other ways she can do things. Yeah.


Interviewer      Were you abused by anybody else either and your childhood or as an adult?


M012     Yeah. Yeah. So my mother, um, she is like a fairly, I'll just say she's a, she's quite nasty to me growing up. Um, and I think her logic was her childhood was worse and that she is, she had done better. So just constant belittling.


Interviewer      Did you recognize you were being abused?

M012     Yeah. Yeah. It was, it was quite obvious.


Interviewer      Yeah. What about by your partner?


M012   Oh, by my partner. It was more subtle. Yeah. Um,


Interviewer      So did you recognize that?

M012     No.


Interviewer      How did you find out you would've been abused?


M012      Yeah, it, it was once I saw the therapist afterwards.



Interviewer      What was it like for you accepting a, that you were experiencing experience and abuse?


M012     Um, it, it was, it was easier for me, um, to recognize it or, uh, actually, I, I, I don't think I actually recognized it until, um, my ex had said that she wanted to have sole custody of our child.  So this was before he was born? Yeah. Um, but she'd drafted up a document, um, tried to get me to sign it so that, that was quite a long time afterwards.


Interviewer      The last question. Is there anything else that you would like to share regarding your experience during or after the relationship between which you were abused that you feel as if we haven't covered previously? So is there anything that I've missed out or anything that you, you think, oh, you didn't ask me about this and this happened to me, or,

M012     Yeah. Um, yeah, so like, um, the relationship is, is pretty, like, it is a bit complicated. So I've tried to just kind of make it a bit shorter. So, um, I've seen that when I've visited a doctor with my ex when she was trying to get pregnant, I'd seen that she'd, um, tried to get pregnant previously.  Um, and so that she'd had a fertility test several years previously. Um, you know, it is just my understanding that her and her lesbian partner, um, that they wanted to have a child or children, but they're in a situation where it was, it would've been difficult for them to adopt. Um, I don't think they're actually qualified, but then, um, she couldn't just go out and have a child with anyone because they would have equal parental rights with her.   And so, um, it seems the only way that she could really have sole custody of a child was if she had a child with someone, but then made DV allegations against them. Cuz that's the only way a court would Yeah. Give someone sole custody of a child.



Interviewer      So all this happened elsewhere. Do you feel as if there's still the abuse happening via the use of technology? So because that's your, that's your contact with your son, so Yeah. Do you feel as if it's still happening now? 

M012     Yeah, I, I'd have to look in my emails cause like, I mean, um, off, off the top of my head, I, I'm not really giving great answers, but, um, yeah, it's, it's pretty consistent in the, the emails I get from my ex, um, just about , um, like saying what I'm doing, what I'm not doing. Um, yeah.


Interviewer      Okay. How is that affecting, it's not a question i I normally ask, but how is that affecting your current relationship?



M012      Yeah, it, it's quite stressful. Um, I, I think it's, it's, I take it pretty well, but I think it takes more of a toll on my wife. Yeah. Um,  Sorry, I, I'm just trying to remember something. Ah, yeah. So with, I'd only just recently found out, um, within the last few months that, so my son and his name's J, I'd only recently found out he's had a long, extensive, um, problem with his schooling. Um, but for some weird reason, the school has never told me about this.   Um, so he's been like right from prep, he's been attacking children in the classroom, damaging property, like stabbing children and all, all that kind of thing. Um, so consistently right through to, um, he's in grade five now. Yep. Um, the school never told me, but I heard he was, so he just moved house. And so I just said, oh, um, seeing as he is gonna be moving soon, can you send a copy of his behavior record?  And I thought I, because I thought, oh, well now it's the time to get it.  Um, but I was, I was a bit surprised because it had like 154 behavior incidents over about five years and it was all consistent. Um, but back when I was in Brisbane, I'd gone to parent teacher interview and I, I thought he may have been having problems at school because, um, he'd had a tantrum at when he was with me. And so I was at the parent-teacher interview and they said, oh no.   Like he hasn't had any issues. Um, and they just kind of, the teacher and the teacher a just looked at me strangely, um, because I, yeah, I was, I was worried that based on what I'd seen, that he wasn't engaging well at school, but they said that nothing was happening at school. Okay. Um,

Interviewer      Oh, thank you very much for that. If you can think anything else, feel free to email me through. 


M012     Yeah, actually I, I remember a couple more things. Um, when you look Okay. That's right now. Um, so more recently, um, so in our court orders it says, um, we need shared, um, parenting with anything medical or whatever. Um, schooling, all that stuff. We got shared parental rights. Um, but cuz our, our son has a bunch of medical things that he needs to go to. Um, so my ex seems, she's always been a lot wealthier than me and she knows the situation I've been, um, been in.   I've been financially crippled from the whole custody proceedings. Um, and so she, she'd excluded me from medical things. So she was taking my son  to see doctors and, um, specialists, um, cuz he was diagnosed with autism, um, which is also ties to custody cuz that also has a huge impact on, um, who gets more custody. Um, but more recently, so she'd been excluding me. So I said, Hey, like you've been excluding me. And then she said, um, like, you need be, you need to be sharing costs 50 50 for all appointments. Um, which most of them are through DSV, but, um, for myself, like, I'm not making any money. Um, like she, she knows I'm not making any money, she knows I'm studying. Um, whereas she's like over a hundred grand a year kind of thing. And so she's saying, well, if you want to be involved in these appointments, you need to share the cost 50 50.   But like, that's, that's just gonna be, that's really unreasonable Yeah. To be asking for someone in my situation. Yeah. Um, so that's, yeah. Like that's pretty standard. Um, in terms of financial abuse, like that's, that's the kind of thing that's been going on the whole time. Yeah. Um, and like as, as an example of, um, that kind of cycle of her not being happy, but them being happy.  Um, like even when we'd separated, right when we first separated, I, I needed to get a new fridge for our place. Um, and she wanted me to, I, I think someone, someone said they had a fridge in our church and then she was saying that she wanted me to ask like some random person to help organize, to deliver it.   But for me, I, I felt uncomfortable doing that, like demanding something of someone that I didn't really know. Um, but she was upset about it and I felt like I couldn't do anything. And then it was until I awkwardly asked this guy to like do all this stuff, that's when I finally had some reprieve just for a little bit. Yeah. Um, and it was something that made me personally uncomfortable. 


Interviewer      Um, yeah. Thank you. Thank you. So I'll do the transcript.   I'll get that done. And send it to you for checking.


