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Interviewer            Okay. Now, could you tell me why you contacted as originally or why you agreed that to take part in this study?

M041                     Uh, just that might be helpful.

Interviewer          Yeah.  and what way?

M041                   Uh, I dunno that there's much information, uh, about the male victims or, I dunno, seems to me like a lot of people think it's not really a thing.

Interviewer          Yeah. And I'll ask you this one again. I know I've asked you before, uh, can you tell me where you've seen this study?

M041                      Uh, from You?     Um, And you pointed out. Uh, I dunno, you, I, I think from our conversation you must have picked up that there was something, something going on

Interviewer          . Yeah. Yeah. Just, um, for your information. It was just when, when I was, some of the, some of the stuff that, uh, your child was saying  It just sounded as if there may be a problem. And then when I looked at you during that conversation, um, you were quite resigned to what was getting said. Yeah. Um, and, and that just put some red flags up and so that's why I, I suggested that, why I'd asked whether you seen somebody, um, you thought that was important. Um, and also if you were interested, that probably was being done just now. and if you were interested, obviously I gave you information, um, do that. So just, yeah, that's just for your own why, why that was up. Um


Interviewer          so what is your experiences of intimate partner of use of, of domestic violence? What's your experience for

M041                    Uh, I think it was, uh, manipulation and sort of being controlling if, uh,

Interviewer          Can you gimme some examples of that?

M041                    Um, things like if, um, had a, uh, one my kids birthday and we, you had fatigued with all the family, which included, um, my side of the family and she didn't like that and they wouldn't, wouldn't let me go, make me guilty about it.

Interviewer          So what relations, what relationship was that you went in?

M041                   Uh, so that was the de facto relationship?

Interviewer          Yep. And how long did that relationship go?

M041                   Um, less than a couple years, I think.

Interviewer          And is that the one that ended in December?

M041                    Yes.

Interviewer          And is that why you were seeing the psychologist?

M041                    Yes.

Interviewer          Okay. Can you tell me the most recent time you experienced the abuse?



M041                       Um,   It's   so, I don't know. It depends on how it's defined. I, I suppose, but she, when was it? Yesterday? A couple of days ago, and she said not to put anything up on Facebook about the young one's birthday and said if, if I did then she would go to the police and um, get a family violence order against my parents for no real reason other than she doesn't like them


Interviewer          So, so why did she do that?


M041                    That's a good question. I don't know to have control. I don't know. She doesn't, cause I don't really get to see young fella M. Um, I dunno, she wouldn't let me, well, she wouldn't let go to his birthday or wouldn't see him on birthday was yesterday. Um, didn't want me to put anything up on, on Facebook's happy birthday to him.

Interviewer          . So what happened after that? 

M041                   Um, what happened after that?

Interviewer          What was, I suppose the question before that is, did you suggest that you were going to do that or was it, did it just, was it just something that she kinda of popped in?

M041                 No she brought it up,

Interviewer          All right. So, so tell me what, tell me what happened before, during and after.

M041                   Yeah, um,  That's,   So I just have a flick through the messages. Um, I know she was saying that she didn't want me to see M for his birthday and we were trying to figure out how I could get the presents to him or to her. Um, and you know, she said don't put anything up on Facebook about her son's birthday, as she said. Um, and yeah, she said if, um, if I did put something up on Facebook that you go the police about  my parents and get and get a family violence order.  And I said, that's a threat. And she just ignored that. And then, yeah, the conversation sort of went on, um, talking about she's asking for, um, bigger baby seat car seat.   yeah. She said she's, she's the one doing all the work, so she doesn't want me just to come in and do the fun bits like my present and say happy birthday and see same when it's good and easy.

Interviewer          How do you feel about that?

M041                    Uh, your head just, I dunno how to deal with it. Um, just know that typically she's always, she always wins and gets, gets her, um, just, I don't know, it's just same sort of thing keeps happening.  Like she, she was saying what she wants and like some sort of threat if it, if it isn't gonna happen, like I would never see him or can see s time when it suits her or I dunno, just it's how to take it off or what say.

Interviewer          So what do you think, what do you think the situation's like for her, what do you think her experience of that is?   So what do you think, what do you think her experience of that is?

M041                     Um, I, I think she's just frustrated, but I'm not there to help I guess.

Interviewer          Who ended the relationship?

M041                      She    Did.

Interviewer          And what happened? For her  to do that?

M041                      Uh, I think that when things changed when she got pregnant and just started in really nasty and it would kick me out all the time. Um, and yeah, sort of just got, got worse and worse and she'd tell me to tell me to leave all the time or call me names or so just sort of bring me down all the time. 


Interviewer           So what kinda things would she say to you when she was bringing you down? 

M041                        Uh, she'd say I was a bad, a bad parent and, um, a bad person and that I had nothing to offer. And, and she real nasty and I was come to be human and she wish she met me and, um, she wish she had had Milton with anybody else in the world instead of me.


Interviewer          Okay. Thanks for that. Was there ever any physical violence?

M041                    Uh, like yeah.

Interviewer          What happened to what, what, what weighed up to that and what happened?

M041                      Um, she, I was sitting on the, um, I was on the, and she was, she was standing up and she asked if if, um, one of my friends had visited who's a girl. And I said that she, she came over once and she lost it and it started just sort of me hitting with a open hand and threw a couple of toys at me.

Interviewer          How long did that episode go?

M041                         Um, I dunno, maybe 30 seconds or so.

Interviewer          What kinda things was she saying to you?

M041                         Uh, I can't really remember.

Interviewer          How did you feel about that?

M041                        Uh, yeah, it was a bit scary at time even though she wasn't really hurting, but there, there was a lot. Um, she was, she was wild, but yeah, I dt they, yeah, they made nervous, made her shaked a bit when I was to her afterwards, come under the stop.

Interviewer          And what did she say after that happened?

M041                          Um, I don't even know. Not much. She just sort, she, she sort of calmed down and um, and I, she sort sat sat on the, sat on the floor and I think we sort of started talking about something else. I dunno, it's, yeah, I dunno. It was quite strange.

Interviewer          Was that before or after she had the child?

M041                     Uh, after  this   was, yeah, not long ago.

Interviewer          Has she been diagnosed with any mental health issues?

M041                        Uh, she's got a p e t um, uh, postnatal depression.

Interviewer          Yeah. And has she been treated for that now?

M041                           She won't really tell me. Said she had medication for about four months and, and then she had a couple of, couple of consults with somebody and I dunno, I sort of feel like she thinks that she's better.   yeah.  And I, I feel like she's acting the same that she did. She was pregnant and it was, bad she won't tell me what she's actually doing to the sound. My,

Interviewer          What was she like? Just before she felt pregnant and before that

M041                     She was really lovely, um, very, very kind and caring. Um, and shes to be that way to everyone other than me. Um, yeah, she was, um,   She,   She came, she came on pretty strong when, when we met. Um, and she'd take me away and, and sort of nice nights away and buy presence and, um, talk about the future <affirmative>, she was pretty, pretty quick to tell me that she loved me and I was a bit slower and that annoyed her, um, uh, yeah, friendly and bubbly.   but yeah. And then I guess, um, even back then, we, we'd still have a few problems mainly, um, because of my ex and I think she was jealous of our relationship and how well we got, got got along and yeah, she'd, I think she'd get up upset about things to do with that. And even back then she would, um, she would kick me out because, um, it, I'd moved into her place and yeah.

When yeah, when she got pregnant, that's when things really started to unravel.
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Interviewer          Right.  Can you tell me a bit, the first time you experienced abuse?

M041Well, yeah, I didn't what it much about it or what it was? I guess you think of the physical stuff, but as more things sort of happen, sort of start to click that, that's more, more than that. Um, I dunno, just I guess early on when she was sort of saying what I couldn't, couldn't do and um, and making me feel guilty to go to my own kids birthday dinner and things like that, I think that sort of where, I don't know, probably click at the, I just thought she was jealous or whatever.  Um, that sort of more instances happened, then you start to realize there's sort of bit control
 
Interviewer          There. Is there one, one incident where you said, you know, that's, that's not on the first time that you thought, you know, 

M041                   yeah, I dunno, it's sort of been going on for, for that long. Um,  She, She wouldn't let me go to the baby scans.  Yeah.  Even after saying how her ex-partner, ex-husband was never really that interested and yeah, she knew that I wanted, I wanted to go and be, you know, go on that journey with her. But, and yeah, she, she wouldn't let me go.

Interviewer          So what did she say?

M041                  Sorry.

Interviewer          So how did she do that? What did she say to you?

M041                   Um, you not coming pretty much if you there when I get there, I'll just leave.

Interviewer          Did she give her reason for that?

M041                   Um, no. I dunno, nothing specific that I can recall. Issue was upset at the time.

Interviewer          Had something happened before that, that you triggered it or,

M041                      Um, I dunno, yeah, that's happened. Happened a few times.

Interviewer          How did you feel?

M041                   Uh, yeah, I dunno. I was confused in, I wanted to be there to support her, but she was pushing me away. I didn't really understand it.

Interviewer          How did you feel, I suppose how did you feel before when you were expecting to go?

M041                    Um, I dunno. Normal, happy.

Interviewer          And after she had the scan and you, you went there, how did you

M041                     Uh, disappointed, missed a step, missed a part of it?


Interviewer          Had you planned to fall pregnant?

M041                    No.

Interviewer          So what do you think that experience was for her when she was saying, I don't want you to go?

M041                                     Yeah, I, I dunno, she, it's being her mom and her wife is all, all she ever wanted. And her ex-husband wasn't that invested in all of that, I don't think. Um, so I, I, this was her opportunity to have that because that's, I gave that to my ex-wife.  Um, but I dunno, she just wasn't, wasn't happy the whole way through and took, took it out on, on me while, yeah, I dunno. And then at the same time saying that I gave these things to someone else, but not her when she's not, not letting me do it.

Interviewer          How old were you at the time?

M041                   Uh, 37, maybe couple years ago.

Interviewer          How old was your partner?

M041                   Uh, between nine.

Interviewer          How do you feel about that abuse now?

M041                    Sorry?

Interviewer          How do you feel about the abuse now?

M041                   Um, I don't know. I'm just, just still just trying to deal with it and, um, yeah, I dunno, it all seems so unnecessary. I don't know what just confuseds to what she's trying to achieve or <affirmative>. Cause she, she still says that she wants, wants to be together, um, and wants me to make what she says all in all out.  
I've gotta be in a hundred percent or it's over. Um, she wants to see a wedding date and buy houses and buy cars together and, and all this. And I dunno, I don't feel comfortable and barely get along. I think that is a more logical first step.

Interviewer          So it doesn't sound as that the relationship's gonna a hundred percent over?

M041                      Uh, no. She, I, there's a lot at stake. Um, yeah, I dunno from, from my side, i, i, she just makes me so upset and sad and from her side, I guess, I don't know, she's still hoping that something that'll happen so she can get everything she wants and, and have a, not broken family, but at the same time just being really nasty the whole, the whole way through.  And they're mad at not stepping up as she

Interviewer          Thinking about how you, your former partner interacted during periods of conflict? Yep. And looking at the whole experience of the conflict for both of you, can you tell me if the conflict was started by either of you?

M041                      Uh, yeah. I, I don't like conflict and don't with well conflict. I like it always her starting starting it.

Interviewer          Yeah. How did the affect you physically?

M041                     Um, when I, particularly over the phone when I, after I had moved out and she would call me every day just to give me a hard time. Um, I dunno, I'd shake, my hands were shaking and when, when I, when the phone would ring, it doesn't matter who was as soon the would ring, I'd sort of, I know my heart would be faster or something or I'd lose bit of breath.  And you sort of had that little instant panic.

Interviewer          Was your sleep or your appetite or any of that affected,

M041                  Uh, still managed your sleep pretty well somehow? Um, yeah, appetite was sort of a bit, a bit up and down sometimes. Yeah. Yeah. But, uh, looking for some sort of comfort with food and sometimes, yeah, I just don't feel like it.

Interviewer          How did the abuse affect you emotionally?

M041                      Um, I know I just didn't, I feel like I just wasn't myself anymore. I've always been, um, real happy and positive and always sort of see that bright side. I, I know, I think it changed how I felt and acted when, when I'd go to family tea sometimes.  Dad said I was just, just looked like an empty show. What I used to be like a, like a ghost or something.

Interviewer          Does the abuse still affect you?

M041                             Uh, yeah, it's still going. So,

Interviewer          So what, how does that affect you now? What kinda ways?

M041                          Uh, I just think about it all the time. I'm always, always look at, if I hear a door, I'm always looking outside to see if it's, see if it's her or if the phone rings. Um, that little in case it's, it's her calling. Um, just feel like, like everyone's asking about my 40th coming up. I've just had no interest in, um, celebrating that That's,  I'm all this not, not much to look forward to.  If I do try and do something or something good happens, then she'll find a way to make it about her or make me feel guilty about it or m do something while she's looking after M,

Interviewer          Did you get help from the psychologist at the time?

M041                    Um, <affirmative>, um, uh, kind took a little long when things were bad and I sort of trying to figure out how to fix it. We did, we saw the couples counselor, but that didn't work at all.

Interviewer          What happened when you did that?

M041                         Uh, she did wanna go and he asked why we were there and she said, because he made me and I, I think she just went into with a real negative mindset and all she did do was just, Uh,  Um, just out about, about what had, what had happened or what I'd done. And yeah, we had the councillor said that we were, I think he said, well, that, that far party couldn't even see how to build a bridge.

Interviewer          Who did you go to see?

M041           Uh, I can't remember what his   Name was.

Interviewer          What was, was that a private practice or was a agency or

M041                        Was a private one.  So what is it, Phoenix or  Something.

Interviewer          Okay. No, just to see what your experience was. How did, did you recognize it was abuse at the time?

M041                     Um, probably not.

Interviewer          Are you still getting help?

M041                     Yeah.

Interviewer          Did receiving your help make a difference to you?

M041                     Uh, yeah, there were couple of different people I spoke to and a couple of different techniques. Um, the, um, the psychologist, I, I think I, I was talking more and sort of just debriefing and, and getting out what had, what had happened.  And the person who, um, who calls, uh, because of the police family violence order, I think she's, uh, a bit more active in the way that she speaks about the situation and things. Um, yeah. So that's, that's good. There's a couple of different, um, techniques or, um, ways that they deal, I guess or speak, speak to or try to resolve things or that you get it out.

Interviewer          So who's got the police family violence order?

M041                     Uh, I have one on her.

Interviewer          So what happened for that to happen?

M041                          Um, she just was getting angry and angrier and making threats and I didn't know what, um, I dunno, I couldn't, couldn't handle it anymore. Yeah.


 Interviewer         so what kind off treats  was she making?

M041                       Um, she said she'd, she would destroy me, um, ruin my life. Uh, said she, uh, I can't remember, she said she'd hit me back a then or not. Um, she said she'd sort of sheed ruin me financially. Um, she said her dad wanted to kill me. Uh,  Yeah,   Just things like that keeping real away from me. Um, since you'd call, uh, um, like John projection or something about my other kids,

Interviewer          Did she do that talking to you or did she do that by text or writing?

M041                    Um, no, over the phone mostly.


Interviewer          Okay. So how did the police respond to you when you contacted them about this?

M041                        Um, so I went in because she said the day that she said she was, I dunno gonna make my life or something, that night my letterbox went missing and I thought that was maybe coincidental, maybe not, I dunno. And a friend who, who's the cop said just go and report it in case anything else happens. I like the letter box isn't important, isn't that important? But, so I went down and reported that the police asked if there was any one might have done it and I told them a little, a little bit about what had happened and they said, okay, this is the real story, tell me about that. and then, so that's how that about, I didn't really go down there with the intention of doing that, even know what a police was was prior to that. Um, and so he took a statement, which was regarding the last phone call that she made. And, um, yeah, then he said that goes up the line and they'll decide what to do and in the end, yeah, they did a, um, family violence order, just did the order pretty much and say no threats or,  Um, damage to property or that sort of thing.

Interviewer          So just, just a question there. Um, so you said your, your friends are police officer? Yep. Did you tell them at the police station that they had suggested you come down?

M041                        No, I don't think so.

Interviewer          No, that's fine. Um, yeah, Richard, just to see if, if, um, there was any, if there's any connection there about getting session from the,

M041                      Yeah.

Interviewer          So how did you treat it when you were saying about the abuse, how did, how did that police officer kinda respond to that?

M041                     Um, I, uh, I dunno. He was, um, I dunno, he was just, um, dunno what is I'm looking for. He, he was just, and wasn't, he didn't sort emote when I, what had happened took it down.



Interviewer          Okay. So I'm gonna split this next question into a few sections. And you kinda already kinda dealt with this a little bit, but we'll go. So it's, what's your experience in regard to telling others about the, about your abuse of, um, the abuse you experience? So there's different, different sections here. Some of you might have talked to, some of you might not have, but we'll just go through them. Yeah. 

Interviewer          So what was you experience telling the, a psychologist that there was abuse?

M041                     Um, I, I, I, I don't, I I was pretty much just getting it all, getting it all out and, um, just saying what, what had happened. Um, I dunno, I'm not to sure how to answer that

Interviewer          So who was it that said it was labeled  it abuse , was it you, or  was it the psychologist?

M041                 Um,  I think it was, I can't remember if he said that. I think I said it



Interviewer          And what was his reaction as you were telling them about all these things?

M041                     Um, I don't know. Dunno, I think e was, I think it, I dunno, maybe a little surprised or little confused about how she can do and say what she had done but then still expect the relationship to move forward.

Interviewer          Yep. What would you experience tell crisis services about the

M041                     Yeah, I, I think they had, uh, I know the way, the way they spoke and responded, it sort of made me feel like they've dealt with it before. Um, um, and they  Sort of validated how I was feeling about it, I think. And yeah, made me feel like I, um, that I was doing a good job dealing with it and that I was strong.

Interviewer          Who was the, the crisis services that you contacted? <affirmative>?

M041                    Uh, they contacted me after the, um, police family violence order was  started.

Interviewer          Can you remember who it was? What, what?

M041                       I'm not sure. They just, Carol maybe, I can't remember.

Interviewer          Was that account agency or,

M041                     I don't even know where she's from. It's got something to do with the police cause she, she knew the file had read the file, right. Yeah. And she me a call to see how it was going on sort of up of, of that.

Interviewer          So would the, probably the family violence,

M041                    Uh, yeah. Something that, not that, yeah. See if I've got a text text from her.  Um, uh, Michael O’Donnel n is the  Psychologist.


Interviewer          Have you told Michael that you're, you're doing the study?

M041                   Um, I can't remember if I, sorry, the, I don't think so.

Interviewer          Don't hesitate to bring it up wit him. just to make sure that you're okay. Okay. We, we need to make sure that, cause sometimes doing the study can, can build some emotional cords as well. So Yeah, don't hesitate to just go over it well Right. Get as much support as you can. 

Interviewer          Have you contacted any s services accommodation or anybody else?

M041                      Um, no. I, early on before I, I think it was before Mike, I had know it was somebody who did like a sort of just a one off, um, chat come in for his through legal aid or somewhere, I can't remember what it was there. Um, yeah, but somewhere just, you just call and you get whatever random counselor or whoever it's on the phone at the time and, and just have a chat for a bit.  Uh, I spoke to them a couple of times before I'd engaged Mike.

Interviewer          Okay. Does your company have an employee assistance program?

M041                    No.

Interviewer          Okay. Have you phoned any Men's Lane, the Beyond Blue a Life Lane or anybody like that?

M041                     No. It was something similar but I can't remember how I got on onto them.

Interviewer          Have you talked to your doctor about the abuse?

M041                       Um, no.

Interviewer          Was at the hospital. Have you been to the hospital regarding that?

M041                       Sorry?

Interviewer          Have you been to the hospital?

M041                     No. No. 


Interviewer          What about talking to the lawyers? So you've already told, you've told me how you told the police and what their response was. So what bit lawyers you spoke about  The abuse?


M041                     Uh, um, I talked to Legal Aid a bit. They asked if there was anything in place I think. Um, and yeah, spoke to aid yes guess that I, and she said there was a group who'd deal with that as well and I think she was gonna pass on my information for them to book to.

Interviewer          Yeah. So they quite supportive.

M041                   Yeah. Yep.

Interviewer          Have you had any interaction with the courts?

M041                   No.

Interviewer          Yep. Nothing. What's your experience telling friends about the abuse?

M041                    Um, I guess it starts off just saying, oh this has happened or whatever. She kicked me out again, she said this blah blah blah. Um, cause it's been ongoing for so long I think, no, nobody knows everything cuz its just too much. Um, and I think they were getting sick of hearing it when I just didn't change anything when I said this has happened and then I go back and say I should and then I back think they got, they're gonna be tired of it or feel like they were giving advice.   Um, and yeah, nothing was changing.

Interviewer          What was your experience telling your family about the abuse?

M041                    Um, yeah, mom and dad knew about it, um, sort of from the start because that's where I'd go and she'd when she'd me out when I need somewhere to stay prior to the pregnancy and yeah, like, I don't know all, all of it either, but they know, um, yeah, some of it or they're, they've had more interactions with her where she's been mean to them.  Um, yeah, I think it   Mum's very much like me just quiet and calm, hates confrontation and would rather just sort of stay quiet. But dad gets a bit more worked up and upset about it and he sort, it was stressing him him out that much. He, he said that he, I guess when he was sort of trying to make, make things work, he said he just didn't want, didn't want a part of it. Uh, I think he was yeah know sicker trying to deal with it.  Um, I think that happened for last a couple of weeks maybe. And then I think, no, he needs our support and yeah, over the last, uh, month or so of probably seen for him more than ever keeps popping to check on me or making sure I'm not there by myself too much. I think he's worried that she'll come and blast into me or something. Again.

Interviewer          You says that she's been nasty to them. What kinda things has she done or said to them?

M041                    Uh, some directly, something directly through me, but she'd say they bought me up wrong and they were bad grandparents and she won't let them see M. But then at the same time she'll say you M, because you're not seeing him, um, he's got dad's middle name or dad's first name for his middle name. She said she was gonna change that. Um, uh, what else did she say?   Um, that sort of thing. And she'd, she's come to their house when I've been there, um, to have a go on there or a couple of times she said, oh, I don't my son anymore, you're having him from now on. And she'd, she'd leave it there and then go and then sort we'd we'd around and get stuff ready and then she'd come back in an our or two and say no, I can't leave him. And yeah, I think they're just sick of the, game  playing and I don’t know, I think she's got going on.

Interviewer          Was the the violence or abuse one sided,

M041                       Sorry?

Interviewer          Was the violence or the abuse one sided?


M041                   Uh, I think so. I, yeah, I would never say that the things to anyone that she would say I, I made mistakes or didn't do things that I could have done or whatever. But I dunno, she,  she goes out of her way to hurt me and I just feel like, yeah, sometimes I feel  bit useless or not showing her love in the way that she needs to, needs to feel it.  But I, yeah, that's a long way away from going out. You later call someone names or bring them or whatever.

Interviewer          Were both of you abusive to each other?

M041                     No.

Interviewer          How long did each abuse episode last?

M041                   Uh, um, it was, uh, verbal stuff do you mean? Or

Interviewer          Really anything's, you can gimme a couple of examples. It's not a,

M041                    Yeah, sometimes when I'd be there she'd get, she'd she'd want me to leave and just tell me to fuck off outta the house or whatever and I, and she does that a lot. So you hang around and sort of try and calm things down and try to talk it out so that can, that can go on for a few hours sometimes. Um, when, when she, when she calls on the phone, sometimes she'll, she won't end the call.   She'll just keep talking and, and saying the same sort of stuff over and over again  and can for hour or two sometimes. Um, typically once, once something starts, I, so sometimes I'm reluctant to message her or I open the lines of con communication because if don't hear something I'm not getting berated  or whatever.   Yeah. Once, once you start texting or on the phone, I d know it seems just get going it a while, it, the not, nothing's getting resolved.  You say, well, you say that and then say, well let's have a breath and we'll catch up later or tomorrow or something that she of wants to do that to be resolved. Then even if it's unresolvable she needs, needs an answer, she she'd say, I go, yeah, are you email you out? I said, you gotta be in or out. And I'd say, ok, I'm in. And then she'd go, no, you don't really want that. You just cause I cause I tell you to, so you dunno what to do then.   And then the conversation keeps going. You just sort of trying to say something to finish the conversation or sometimes I say, okay, well I’m out  and now, and she goes, oh, is that it? Is that what we mean to you? Is that what M means to you? Blah, blah blah. And then it doesn't end anyway.

Interviewer          How long did that use last in total?

M041                    Uh, like

Interviewer          From when she started being abusive?

M041                     Um, I dunno, whenever I figured out until now, there's, there wasn't really, I think there was a period after M was born when she was sort of happier, nice for nearly a couple of weeks and I heard that a few people say that they were, they acted differently or felt differently when they were pregnant.  And I sort of hope that, that that was the case that yeah, after he was born for a couple of weeks things were a bit better. Um, but yeah, they sort of went back to, went back to how they were before. So yeah, it's been pretty much continuous for the last, I dunno, at least a year. Couple of years

Interviewer          So how old does, how old does your child?

M041                   Couple, sorry? Uh, yep. Sorry,

Interviewer          How old is your child?

M041                    Uh, he's one <inaudible> yesterday.

Interviewer          Oh, okay. Yep, yep, yep, yep, yep. You did tell me. Um, right, so I'm just, I'm just trying to work that one out. So it's 19, so it's about 21 months since you fell pregnant.

M041                    Yeah, yep.  Long longness I thought. Yeah. Yeah,

Interviewer          It's, yeah. Cause 12 months, um, 12 months plus a nine for the pregnancy.

M041                     Yep.

Interviewer          Is 21, give or take maybe a month.  So maybe 20 months. Yeah. And it's still happening, so it's ongoing, but it's 20 months, um, to this point. So how long have you been, well you're not away from the abuse are you?

M041               No,

It

M041                     Um, moved out, kicked out the end of the year and  Yeah, just continued. Okay.

Interviewer          How many relationships has there been where there's been abuse present that you've had?

M041                     Um, none that I know of. Well, none that I was aware of. I, a relationship when I was younger was, um, wasn't very good but I dunno, that was a, that was a long time ago. I mean, I dunno if it was, I don't know for really, I don't, I think that was more  Just Cheating and abuse. I dunno. I really wanted to go back and analyse that either

Interviewer          So you would rather leave that one alone?

M041                    <laugh>? Yeah.  Yeah.

Interviewer          Well that, that kinda of tends to tell you something then, doesn't it?

M041                    Uh, yeah, maybe it wasn't. It wasn't, a good time, but anyway but We, I think that

Would, that was more infidelity than I, there probably was a bit of, um, a bit of control there maybe, but,



Interviewer          And would you have said that you were the victim in that one as well or,

M041                   Yes.

Interviewer          We don't need to go into any detail there. So that's going to this, this current relationship, what stopped abuse once it started? When's that? What's an episode? Once it started,

M041                      Um, I dunno, she, I couldn't figure out how to, I think I just had to let her herself out or it's quite usually when, most of the time when she's on the phone, I don't even know. She just, I don't know why she calls. I dunno. She'll get, she'll get herself more and more and more worked up until she's a hang that she just up or finishes it. But yeah, if she's not ready for it to finish, then it doesn't finish the time. Said she said something too much and I've hung up or, or tried to get off the phone. She just callsk back. She will not let it end until yeah. She's, she decides it's time to,



Interviewer          Have you had any apprehended violence orders out against you?

M041                      No.

Interviewer          You've had one out against your partner?

Yeah.

Interviewer          What was her reaction once that was taken out?

M041                    Uh, yeah, she, um, yeah, she was not happy. Um, she, she said, um, that when she, I, I wasn't living there. She was with M and her other kids and she said when I was at my lowest she didn't coming offer help or, or or do anything.  You just went to the police. And then after that I didn't contact her for, well yeah, I didn't contact her for about four weeks and the contact started again when she started talking to me. Um, and then, and then she, she says, oh, you didn't, didn't care about M, didn't check on him for, for four weeks until I contacted you, whatever.  Uh, yeah. So that really pissed her off and I said, I didn't know what to do. I was desperate. Things were just getting worse and worse and worse. And she said, oh, you could have, you could have contacted my parents or my friends. You could have told them that you couldn't handle it anymore and you were gonna block, block the number and they could contact you if I needed you or something. Yeah. Okay. Maybe I could've, but  That's, yeah,  That's the path that I took.  But  she use, she uses that against me all, all the time. It's just another thing, you know, tool belt.

Interviewer          So some of these questions I've, I've asked before, but I've asked them a little bit differently. So, um, we just go through them again and, and we just get an answer for them time. Yep. Um,

Interviewer           okay. If you talked the police about the violence, what was the response? Um,  

M041                  What, what uh, what do you mean?

Interviewer          So when you told the police about the abuse, when you went in for the, um, when you went in to report the letter box   Gone. Um, what was the response when you were telling them about the abuse?

M041                   Um, I don't know. I think they said jot this down and and do statement then um, we see what happens from there

Yeah. And they believe what you said 

M041          Seemed   too. Yeah.

Interviewer          What stops you from telling other people about the abuse and the violence?


M041                       Uh,  I don't know. A bit of, a bit of shame maybe that you keep just sort of putting up with it and they're sick off hearing about it. Um, you don't want to, um, uh, negatively affect the way I feel about her because that just makes the future harder if there were ever a future. Um, sometimes you just don't want to get into, I guess, easy just to not talk about it sometimes.

Interviewer          What stopped you reporting the abuse and the violence to the police beforehand?

M041                  Um, didn't really know much about it or what would happen or what, what to do and I didn't know if there was enough. Nothing had happened or enough evidence to report anything.

Interviewer          Were you ever scared of your partner?

M041                   Yeah.

Interviewer          In what way?



M041                   Mm.   Um, she doesn't, she has no fear of consequence and she's very angry. So that was a scary combination for me cuz I didn't know what she'd do. I didn't know she'd be smashing windows or putting a baby on my lawn or I didn't know didn't, I was worried what? She just keep out and giving me a hard time.

Interviewer          were you ever scared of the abuse?

M041                   Yeah.

Interviewer          In what way?

M041                         Um, I dunno. You just worry that it's,  That It's gonna happen again or it's escalate or that's, it's gonna be continu, there's gonna be no reprieve.



Interviewer          So Do you have children?

M041                  Yeah.

Interviewer          How many and what are their ages?

M041                   Uh, three and 10, eight and one.

Interviewer          Did they hear or see the abuse?

M041                   Yeah.

Interviewer          How do you think that may have affected them?

M041                    Uh, yeah, they, they don't want to be around her anymore  And  They're, they're scared of her.



Interviewer          When you were abused, was that abuse in public or private?

M041                    Uh, private.

Interviewer          Private.  Okay.

Interviewer          Did your partner get any help from her behavior?

M041                   Um, a little bit. But how much, she won't tell me.

Interviewer          You'd said before she, you felt that she saw somebody?

M041                    Yeah.

Interviewer          She'd been put on medication, is that right?

M041                    Yeah, I believe so.

Interviewer          What assistance  did you need during the time when you were being abused?

M041                     Did I need?

Interviewer          Yeah.

M041                         Um, I don't know. I wanted support from friends and family. Um, I, yeah, I dunno, I don't know what else I needed.

Interviewer          Did you need any accommodation assistance? Did you need any financial as assistancets? Did you need any counseling as assistances?

M041                    Hmm. Yeah, just, yeah, counseling. Um, the other stuff I worked around.

                              What assistance did you need after the relationship ended?

M041                      Um, yeah, needed counseling. Um, yeah, support from friends and family. Um, yeah, yeah, I had, um, I had a house luckily that was rented, so I had to um, kick the tenants out. I did have somewhere to go.

Interviewer          How did you feel about that?

M041                  Which bit

Interviewer          About having the asked tenants to go?

M041                     Uh, I didn't feel good. She was a, a young, a young mum and it's hard to get, um, hard to find somewhere to go. And also there's like a financial hit to that as well.

Interviewer          Yeah. Did you receive the assitance you thought you needed?

M041                    Um, yeah, probably.

Interviewer          What would you like to, what would you like to tell service providers about helping men who have been victims of domestic violence?

M041                Er I don't know. I, I think, I think they're, they're all accepting of what I had to say. I feel like, I don't know, the general public probably don't think it's as common as it is. Um, yeah, I dunno. I think that the people that I've spoken to or been helpful and understanding, I think that's pretty good.

Interviewer          Good.

Interviewer          What would you like to tell health professionals about what male victims of domestic violence need? Leak and then,

M041                I don't know, support, I guess. Um, I don't know. Yeah, I'm not sure what to say about that.

Interviewer          So I suppose what, what would you like to tell your, maybe your GP or your psychologist about? Um, maybe your experiences or how it feels to be victims or with things you need?

M041                 Um, I, it, it's, yeah, it's a confusing time. You just dunno what to do, I suppose, or how to handle it. But I think a lot of that is dealing with the other person and yeah, knowing how to, how to do that, but that's, yeah. A hard thing to, to figure out or get help with.

Interviewer          What about, um, how, how do you think you presented, um, as a victim or, you know, how do you think you presented as a person, um, that might help, uh, a health professional identify that there might be maybe abuse or, or domestic violence going on? <affirmative>?

M041                     Um, I just give the facts or surprise.

Interviewer          Okay,  Thank you. What would you like to tell the police regarding men as victims of DV and what the needs are?

M041                    Um, I dunno just, I dunno, just discuss they might be, um, bigger or physically stronger. It can still, it can still's more to it than just being physically overpowered.



Interviewer          What would you like to tell the criminal courts about men as victims of D and what their needs are?

M041                      Um, I dunno. Just that they need support and, um, and that it, yeah, it can happen that way around a lot of things that you about, um, the women being the victims. Yeah. That's not always the case.

Interviewer          What would you like to tell the family court about  male victims of?

M041                      Um, I, same I guess

Interviewer          So what do you think, I suppose family courts are bit different because family courts normally about the kind of final orders and so on about contact and and so on. What do you think, um, what would to them about what more victims need?



M041       Hmm.   I dunno, just look at it case by case I suppose. And yeah. Know that it's not clear cut. What's, what's happening.

Interviewer          What would you like to tell government policy makers about the needs of male victims of dv?

M041                   Um, just to make sure the supports there. I guess that it is something that exists and,  Um, yeah, like blokes  need help too.

Interviewer          What kinda supports would you like to see them have?



M041                    Um, yeah, counseling and, um, I, there might, might need to be financial support in some cases.   If   Sometimes they might, they might need to remove themselves from a situation. Um, yeah, well it's housing or accommodation.

Interviewer          Do you think there needs to be more research looking at male victims of DV?

M041                  Uh, I think so.

Interviewer          What would you like to see that research look like regarding men as victims of cv?



M041                       Uh, I don't know, I guess,  But   People can acknowledge that it, that it's a thing and, and ways to, ways to help.



Interviewer          What was your thoughts and opinion about men being victims of domestic violence before you experienced the abuse?

M041                    Um, yeah, I didn't really understand it. Any of it. Understand how people can turn on somebody like that, You  Know, certainly didn't to how deal with it, it did, you know, I guess don't expect it to ever happens.


Interviewer          What was your thoughts and opinions about men being victims of domestic violences after with no,

M041                     Um, I think it's probably more common than I would've thought. Um,  Yeah,  I know words can do.



Interviewer          Were you abused by anybody else, either as a child or an adult?


M041                   No.


Interviewer          Did you recognize you were being abused?

M041                    Uh, not for a while.

Interviewer          How did you find out that you were being abused?


M041                     I mean  maybe. Um, as conversations with friends went on and things got worse and worse, you know, it sort of became apparent that it's more than just someone being upset or crappy or whatever.

Interviewer          And how did it affect you accepting that you were the victim of domestic violence?

M041                   Um,   I dunno. You just want fix it or stop it, um, deal with it  somehow.



Interviewer          Is there anything else you would like to share regarding your experience during or after the relationship, which you feel we've not covered today?


M041               I don't think so.



Interviewer          How has the interview been for you?

M041                        Um, yeah, it's okay. I, me thinking of it tried to, to answer.

Yep. So that’s us done there is quite a bit there isn’t there



