

M042 Person checked



Interviewer         can you tell me why you contacted me originally? And wi'll get you just to speak up a wee bit cuz your voice is


M042                       Yep. Um, just suppose share, share my story.



Interviewer       Yep. Can you tell me where you seen the study?



M042                            Uh, a poster down at Savage River. Yep.


Interviewer       What are your experiences of intimate partner abuse or domestic violence?


M042                      Uh, only from what I've went through once. Yep.



Interviewer       Yep. So can you tell me a bit that,


M042              Um, I was treated rather badly by my partner. Stroke wife.

Interviewer       Yep. So what kind of things, how long were you married?


M042         Uh, married for 18 months.  together for 10 years in total. Yep. On and off. Yep. Um, she was just a psychopath meant big mental health problems. Yep. Um,


Interviewer       So can you gimme some examples? I'm going to ask you for other examples later on, but what kind of things did she do or,


M042           Um, attacked me through plates, cups at me, locked me out of my own house and I had to live in the shed, um, continuously. I was always the problem. Um, she was rather, she was mean to the children. Um, financial abuse used to take the piss with money. Um, you just no. Around about due to treat me like crap.



Interviewer       Yeah. Yep.  Can you tell me, so what I'm going to do now is I'm, I'm separating the, some sections, right? So I'm looking for you to tell me and as, and always as much detail as you can. Right. Always as much detail as you can. So I'm looking for the most recent time you experienced the abuse. Right. And it might be during that relationship, it might even have been after the relationship. So the most recent time, uh, and I'm looking then I'm going to ask you, how did you feel before, during, and after. Um, I'm going to ask you what happened before, during, and after. So looking for context, what was happening before, how did it start up?
What happened during it and how did it finish? And so we'll look at that first and then I'm going to ask you about the first time you experienced it, but I'm gonna look at the most, most recent time first. And then we'll do the same for the, the first time just to give you an idea of what's coming up and how to answer. Does that make sense? 

M042    Yep.

Interviewer        Any questions on that? 


M042     No. No


Interviewer       . Okay. So can you tell me about the most recent time you experienced the abuse?


M042            Um, it's either when she withheld my children when we split up. Yep. If that's what you class form as a abuse. Yep. Um, or then before we split up, she attacked me, which was the final straw.

Interviewer       Yep. So look at the, I suppose look at the withholding the, the kids and we can look at the, the, we'll do two for you. We'll do the withholding the kids and so on. And then we'll go back and we'll, we'll do that final straw stuff and then we'll go back and do the first one. Yep. So tell me a bit. The withholding the kids.



M042     Um, we'll never leave her because I knew she would withhold the children and she did. Yeah. And I wasn't allowed to live. Kids are my world. Um, and yeah, she just withheld them because she was allowed to and I had to take her to court to be able to see them.


Interviewer       Yep. So was there, was it an example that, um, you were supposed to meet the kids or whatever and and you just didn't turn up or she just refused? 


M042      She   Just refused. Yep. To let me happen because I had left her. It was always, uh, a well wasn't a threat, it was known that she would withhold the children. Mm-hmm. <affirmative> and I would never leave her because of that. Wasn't

Interviewer       Did she ever say anything to you about that?


M042      Um, no. Not, not specifically, no.

Interviewer       So what made you, what made you think that she would do that?


M042       Because I, she knew that she knew what would hurt me. Not seeing the kids kills me.


Interviewer       Yeah. Okay. Thanks for that. Um, how did you feel when she did that?


M042         gutted Heartbroken


Interviewer       ..Going back to what you said was the last straw, um, what was that you said that she attacked you?


M042         Um, so we had been fighting for ages after we got married. It was train wreck. Um, and she was at work and I put the kids to bed cause it was four and I was sleeping in the spare room and she comes in, it was two living rooms. She was in the living room next to my bedroom, tv full blast. Kids' doors were always open, the doors were closed. Uh, I just said, oh, what are you doing? And she's just going spastic. Um, and I turned the TV off, got back in bed and she attacked me, basically scratched me, slapped me, hit me. Um, then I was screaming to get for her to get off me. I didn't hit her back. Um, and all the kids, she had two step two stepchildren, all the kids come out and her looking and she's gone spastic.  And I had to lock myself in my son's room. Yeah. That was the, the final straw. That one.


Interviewer       Yeah. So what did you do after that?


M042                Um, the next day basically said, right, it's over. Uh, it was my house so I said she had to move out. Um, I'd always meet all the payments on it. Um, and I went and seen my parents and told them and they said I needed to go to the cops cause it was assault and didn't really want to, and I'd had a, an appointment with the lawyer that day. I think that's what sent her over the edge.   Was that a bad booking appointment? To see a lawyer about getting divorced and split up and all. And then I went and seeing the lawyer and she said, you have to go to the cops and report it. I didn't really want to, but between the two of them, yeah, I went and reported it.
  


Interviewer       And what was, what was the, what was your experience doing that with the police?


M042              Yeah, they were really, they were really good. Yep.



Interviewer       So where did you do that? What


M042     That was in, in Burnie? Yeah. Yep.


Interviewer       So, um, so that's excellent. Um, how did you feel before that incident? During it and after it? How did you feel before that?

M042         Uh, just, I just took, didn't feel anything. It was just normal


Interviewer       Wat about during  it.


M042             Yeah. I didn't really appreciate someone putting hands on me.


Interviewer       Yeah. But how did you, how did you feel?
 

M042         Um,   I suppose scared don't really, well not really used to someone attacking me. Yeah. Um, and angry because he shouldn't be doing that sort of stuff.

Interviewer       Yep. Yep. And what about afterwards?



M042            Oh, I just sad because my kids were there and my kids, um, they didn't really, they didn't see her attacking me, but they seen her doing spastic. And what do, what do you do? What do you say to kids?  You know?


Interviewer       What do you think your partner's experience was of that incident?

M042         Uh, um, she was angry and no doubt blamed me for, for everything. 

Interviewer       Can you tell me about the first time that you experienced abuse,



M042             Whether you, her moods were out of this world and it was like, um, that was a, a constant, you're protecting the children from her moods. I think it's, uh, it's in the form of abuse because I didn't, I didn't do anything. I'd be at work for four days and you'd come home and she'd be in a fall mode for four days for not no reason.

Interviewer       Yep.


M042       Mental health issues.


Interviewer       So how old were you when, when


M042    We 25? 


Interviewer       I suppose so how far into the relationship did this that to happen



M042             Yeah. Within, within a year we got engaged, uh, year two because I thought it would calm her down a bit. So that goes to show you um, cuz she was just mental. Yeah. And we had our kid, L was born, you know, four months into the relationship. So that's why I sort stuck around.


Interviewer       Yeah. So, um, so what do you mean four months into the relationship, four months after you engaged, got engaged, the four months?

M042              Nah, so when we got together like three, four months when we first got together, she ended up pregnant.

Interviewer       All right. Okay. Yeah. Okay. Right. No worries. Um, no, that's fine. I thought he was born and I'm thinking. Okay. So that's, that makes sense to me now. Thank you. Um, so was there a particular incident that you can pick up and say, that was the first time that I thought something wasn't right. Um, and, and even with the abuse stuff in her moods, can you tell me about what was said or things that she did or,


M042          No, she, it was just, she was in a mood. Well there was no, first it just went from being happy to these moods and it was just, um, un unbearable that you couldn't do or say anything. I used to do a fair bit of cooking and cleaning. I'd come home, cook clean for four days because she's in one of her moods and that was just, that was life.

Interviewer       So what kind of things would she say? What kind of things we she do?


M042        Um, she would just, um, treat the kids like not so much L then, but she was in abusive relationships forever. Um, and her oldest son just used to treat him like crap because he was like his dad and I used to have to intervene, just demeaning him. You could telling, talking down to him, things like that. I didn't, I don't like that sort of thing. Um, and like just she'd be, what's wrong with you  Nothing. There's clearly something wrong and just always fighting about nothing.

Interviewer       Yep. Um, how did you feel when that stuff was happening?



M042                     Oh, to begin with, I didn't quite understand what was going on. I was confused. It was like, um, yeah, just confused. I didn't, yeah, I didn't really understand. Agree to understand what, why throughout the years and sort of just used to not let it worry you, but obviously it takes its talk.


Interviewer       What do you think your partner's experience was of the things that she was doing?


M042             She has major health, mental health issues. I, she's never taken responsibility for anything she's done. So no doubt. Um, she was never sorry for any of it and it was never an issue for her. Yep.

Interviewer       So you said you were 25 at the time? Yep. Um, how old was your partner?


Interviewer       She would've been 29, 4 years older. Yep.


Interviewer       How do you feel about the abuse now?


M042     I feel embarrassed that I let it go for her  So long. Um, Not really angry, just pissed off. Embarrassed. 




Interviewer       Thinking about how you and your partner or former partner, uh, reacted or interacted during periods of conflict and looking at the whole experience of the conflict for both of you, can you tell me if the conflict was started by either of you or was it by one or?


M042           Um, I was certainly not perfect, but um, I'm a pretty placid person. Um, I don't mind conflict but only when it's needed. Um, I'd say 80 90% was started by her. Like I used to to wind her up cause I knew I pissed her off. But um, you know, like I would tell her I was only with her for the kids.   that was the truth. She didn't like that. Um, but it was just like the moods were mental health moods, just crazy.


Interviewer       So what kind of things did you do to piss it off?



M042             um, Tell her that it was only with her cuz of the kids. Um, I'd be, I'd stand up to her And
Tell her, you know, what was, what she was doing was wrong or explained what was wrong. She never, never took responsibility and was never wrong. Um, you know, had multiple fallen out with family because they might have questioned her or something. She just, she was never wrong.

Interviewer       How did the abuse affect you Physically?


M042                Yeah, just you were, I was just, just kept going for the kids, you know, and I sorta and the sort of person that needs to exercise and if I don't I can go lowish and just, I was just at work and then home and yeah.

Interviewer       Was there any other physical, um, effects? Did you lose weight? Was there sleep issues? 


M042                Was uh,   Put on weigt  um, sleep. Sleep issues. Sleep issues on and off. Take melatonin for that even though.  Um, but just, I thought it was depression, I suppose. Might have been depression. Yeah. At that time,


Interviewer       How   did it affect you emotionally?


M042                Um, just sort of shut down I suppose. Really don't have many friends, I suppose that's mainly now through choice, but then it was just, I just closed off sort of stuff.

Interviewer       Does the abuse still affect you?


M042                  Yeah. Yeah.


Interviewer       Yeah. How does that affect you now?


M042             Oh, just, um, some of the stuff that's been done can never be on undo, just life's different. Some of the stuff it's wrong, you know?

Interviewer       Did you get help from a psychologist or a counselor at the time?


M042             Uh, I did 2016. Um, there was an argument and probably then she did mention about the, said, I can't remember exactly what she said, but mentioned the kids in a spot in her face. Never put a hand on her and that was the only time that I retaliated in that way, spotting her face, which was pretty disgusting. And within the month, I think I booked into deceased when went and started seeing John.

Interviewer       What, what um, can you remember what she said to meet you do that?


M042           It was so something along the lines of the, I wouldn't see the kids or if we split up I wouldn't see the kids. Something along them lines. I don't know the exact phrase that was used, but it was something that she consistently, um, threw at me to do with the kids. Cuz that's really the only thing I care about. Yeah.

Interviewer       So, so she, she did use that cuz we talked about that with, um,


M042           I, I can't remember. I don't know if she said I with told the kids it was something about the kids.


Interviewer       Yes. Yeah, that's fine. And you said that you're still getting help now from a psychologist?


M042                   Yeah. When, when needed. I haven't been for a few months, but when, when I think the world's getting on top of me, I'll go see him.



Interviewer       Did receiving help make a difference to  You? 

M042            A hundred percent.


Interviewer       So this section I'm going to kind of split up a wee bit, right? Because there's, there's, you may have done this and you may not have. Right. So, um, so the overall, the overarching statement here is what was your experience in regarding to telling others about your abuse experience? So I'm going to split it into different sections. 

Interviewer       So what was your experience telling psychological services about your abuse?


M042                     Uh, it was good because probably the first person I'd ever told. Yeah, I suppose.


Interviewer       Yeah. And how did, how did he react to that?

M042               No, he was, it, he was the reason why I eventually got out of it. Yeah, he was, he's been fantastic. Yeah. So he has


Interviewer       Yeah. Good. What about, did you talk to crisis services? So we split that into two?


M042               No, never.


Interviewer       No. Um, help lines or 


M042          No. 


Interviewer       What was your experience telling the doctor about the abuse?


M042                    Never told the doctor. 


Interviewer       Okay. Um, was there a reason why you never told the doctor?


M042             Um, probably embarrassment, I suppose. Yep.


Interviewer       Okay. Did you ever have to go to the hospital regarding the abuse?


M042             Um, no. When she, when she cut me up, it wasn't that bad. Um, I didn't have to go to the hospital




Interviewer       For no. So you've not had to tell them about the abuse? No. What was your experience telling the, the police about the abuse?

M042          Um, it was positive. They were, they were really good apart from, um, I didn't really want them to do anything, but they sort of had to, yeah, that wasn't good because I knew that's why I wasn't allowed to see my kids after that. Yeah. Um, but now they were like good speaking to them. And


Interviewer       So what did they do?

M042           Uh, took me in, took a statement, took photos.


Interviewer      Yep. So what did, so when you said, uh, you didn't really want 'em to do anything, but they had to and that was the reason why you lost your kids or, or you were held from you. So what did the police do?


M042        So they went and like, she went to court and got done for, yeah, so she did, um, I said, oh look, I'm just, I'm reporting it because like, I wouldn't have reported it unless my lawyer and my parents told me to. Um, and I just sort of wanted it for future court purposes. Yeah. But they were like, now well you've come to us, we have to charge her. Right.

Interviewer      Okay. That's good. No, thank you. Um, have you seen a lawyer regarding the abuse? What was your experience telling a lawyer about the abuse?


042       Uh, more so that was all brought up. Um, but it was more incense for the kids that it was never, it literally didn't matter that I was abused Yeah. When it came to court.


Interviewer      Yeah. So that was my next one. What was it, what was your experience at court telling the court that you were abused?

M042    Oh, so, sorry, there's two parts to that. We did, I, I got called as a witness mm-hmm. <affirmative>. Um, and that was the prosecutor called me up and she went and had the front up and they pleaded to a, a lesser charge, but she still had to plead to striking me. Mm-hmm. <affirmative>, it wasn't what she should have got. Uh, you know, she got a fine. Um, but I didn't even need to get on the stand, which was good.  But yeah, no, it was fine. They were, they were all good. Yep.

Interviewer      Um, what was your experience telling friends about the abuses?


M042               Um, I've never really told anybody the fool the fool story.  

Interviewer      Why is that?


M042       Embarrassment.

Interviewer      What about telling the family? You said you told mom and dad.


M042                         Yeah. Not, not the full extent. Bits and pieces, um, the majority of it, they, they mom's back in Northern Ireland and dad lives here remarried and they've fully, they've been real good helping me out.



Interviewer      Was the violence one  sided?


M042             Um, I was never physically abusive to her. Yeah. Um, did I used to wind up? Yep. To me it was justified. Um, but you gotta, I don't, it's not for me to probably say, is it one-sided? I think it was 95% one-sided. Yeah.


Interviewer      When, when you would wind it up, would, would the, would you just sit and nothing else is happening and you would just wind it up? Or would something already be going and then you would wind   
It up? 



M042                       Nah. So there would al it would always be, um, like the moods. There would always be, there's al there was always an issue. Yeah. Something was always going on.


Interviewer      Were you both abusive to each other?



M042           Um, no. I, I would say no. I'm, I'm very, she she got everything she could ever want.


Interviewer      How long, so I split this again, I like splitting things in this section just to get an idea. How long did the abuse last? So the first question is, how long did the abuse last each episode? So when something happened, how long would it last for on average?


M042               Um, it can like vary from, from ours to, um, blocks I would call it, which is I'd be home for four days. Yeah. And it could be a full block where she's just in a mood.    Um, likewise when she locked me outta the house, that was, I think I lived in the shed for three weeks. Yeah.


Interviewer      How long did it last in weeks or months? As far as the whole from start to finish,


M042          It would be a probably four. Four days?


Interviewer      No, the, the whole from when you, she started to be abusive to you, to you, she finished after you left her relationship. So that whole block of time stop.


M042               So she was always, um, for context, she was abused by her father as a kid and being in abusive relationships. Yeah. So she had major mental health issues, which was ongoing throughout the whole relationship. At times we would split up and she would be quite nice again. And then as soon as we got back together, it would slowly creep back in. 

Interviewer      So over a period of what,


M042                10 years? Yeah.



Interviewer      How long have you been away from the abuse?


M042             Um, two, two years and three months.


Interviewer      Okay.    How many relationships have you been in where abuse has been present?


M042                Just that one.


Interviewer      What stopped the abuse? Once it started,

M042                Um, you just, um, have to basically ignore it and just move on. You just, you just keep going my life. And eventually she would be right for a while. Yeah.


Interviewer      Have you ever done a v o served out against you in a family violence order?


M042            Never. No.


Interviewer      Has she had one served out against her? 



M042                Yep.


Interviewer      If you told police about the violence, what was the response?


M042                         Uh, that it wasn't, it wasn't whether it was male or female, it was wrong. That's the, the vibe got from them. 


Interviewer      Good.    What stopped you from telling other people? About the abuse and the violence,


M042                      Um, and embarrassment, shame, um, all that men, men aren’t  ment men are meant to be strong and tough and all that sort of stuff. Yeah.


Interviewer      What stopped you to put the violence to the police?


M042              Um, to begin with. I didn't think it was violence, but neither you step back and, you know, all the, the me too movement and all that, it's a lot more out there that probably what was happening wasn't right and probably could have been mm-hmm. <affirmative> reported.


Interviewer      Yeah.   Were you ever scared of your partner?


M042           Um,   Not,  Not really. Just psyco


Interviewer      When you, you had mentioned that you were scared when, when she was hitting you, was that,



M042         Se was only physically abusive? That one, that once Yep.


Interviewer      You'd said that she'd thrown some stuff at you and she'd done. Yep. So what was, what kind of things


M042                I, I'd been, that was, I'd been sleeping in the living room and because of whatever it would've been, we were talking about, well I was talking about splitting up and um, I love, um, mugs from my kids Father's Day from  my kids. They staying mugs Christmas mugs as gifts and she peed the dam up my head and they hit the fireplace and smashed.


Interviewer      Do you have children?


M042               Yes.



Interviewer      How old are they?

M042         12 and six.


Interviewer      Did they see or hear the abuse?

M042       Um, they would've heard the arguing. Um, and just that one time when towards the end they, they come out and


Interviewer      Yep.  When you were abused, was it in public or private?


M042              Always in private.


Interviewer      Did your partner get any help for the behavior?

M042             Um, she come along to me for a couple of sessions with um, John. Like a partner sort of thing? Yeah. But she never needed any help? No, that was her, her words.


Interviewer      What assistance did you need? What, what assistance did you need during the time of the abuse?


M042          Um, I, I didn't have any until 2016. Yep. When I started talking to John and started seeing the bigger, bigger picture. Yep.


Interviewer      What assistance did you need after the relationship ended?


M042           Um, yeah, went and seeing psychologist, um, cuz I wasn't handling not seeing the kids. Yeah. And they put me on the lamotragine or whatever it's called,   Um, mainly just to chill me out slightly.


Interviewer      Yeah. Did you, did you receive the assistance  you thought you needed?


M042       Yeah, I believe so.


Interviewer      Now, what would you like to tell service providers about helping men who have been victims of domestic violence? So service providers been people like salvation, army  Anglicare, blah, blah.


M042             Um, try, how can they take the stigma away from it because I, I believe there's a stigma there. Yep. Um, and I suppose make it easier to, to get in and see someone.


Interviewer      Yeah.  How might they do that? What kind of things do you think they could do differently? That   

M042           Um,   Definitely I suppose the online advertising per se helps information, more information.



Interviewer      Yep.   About what would you like to see more information?


M042        Well like this sort of stuff that it does happen and it's okay. Yep. Like I wouldn't have knew anyone that was abused by a woman, not that I knew of, you know? Yeah. Yep.

Interviewer      What would you like to tell health professionals about male victims of DV and what they need from them?



M042     Can't really speak on it because I never shared anything with them so I wouldn't know. Yeah. Obviously be open minded with would be the biggest thing, but I think generally they would be. Yeah.


Interviewer      What would you like to tell the police regarding meals and being victims of DV and what they need?


M042        Nah, I was very happy with the way they handled it. Um, they were very professional and um, I got the feeling that yeah, it wasn't, didn't matter man, man or woman abuse is abuse. Yep.


Interviewer      What would you like to tell the criminal court about male victims of DV and their needs?


M042         She sort of got away, like there was clear, I had it all on video and there was clear evidence of what she'd done and she got a lesser charge because she plead. Yeah. I thought that was wrong. I told the um, prosecutor that, but I think it was just easier for them to, cuz she, she accused me and all that sort of jazz. So it was like, they were like, oh, what are you doing?


Interviewer      What would you like to tell the family court about male victims of DV and their needs?



M042              Um, it was when we went into family court, she had been done and had an AVO out against her. She accused me of many things, which there was no proof of at all. Um, and the judge just basically said, I don't care about either of that. I care about the children, which was good and bad.   Um, if I didn't have money behind me, I probably wouldn't have got everything I got. So, yeah. Like it didn't matter that she had attacked me.


Interviewer      Yep. What would you like to tell government policy to me because about the needs of male victims of domestic violence.



M042      Um, more so, uh, they, they can, a man can be abused and the woman will still have con full control of the children. It's Wrong. 


M042         So what would you like, I suppose this is, this is your chance to, to tell them what you would like to see happen, um, for male male victims of domestic violence. So some detail there would be good from your point of  View.


M042        Okay. Um, if someone has been accused of abuse, they shouldn't be discriminated against because of it. I don't know. I'm, I believe that it's heavily weighed for the female in, in domestic abuse and child relations.


Interviewer      So what would you like to see different?

M042          We'll make it, make it fair if, if there's proof there, then why are they treated differently? Because it's a woman.  


Interviewer      Yeah. Yep. Do you think there needs to be more research looking at male victims of domestic violence?

M042       Yes.

Interviewer      What would you like to see that research be?


M042        Um, Suppose  Similar to this? Sort of get the facts of everything and share the information. So cuz it's definitely male, male don't want to talk about it. Yeah. You say there's 40 out of how many evers contacted you? There's probably four or five times the amount that's either more. Yeah.


Interviewer      What was your thoughts and opinions about male victims, males being victims of domestic violence before you experienced the abuse?

M042            Um, cause I didn't really, it's a society, you don't believe that it does happen, but you just didn't think that it was really, you know, a man can't really get bullied by a female I suppose.


Interviewer      Yeah. What was your thoughts and opinions about men being victims of domestic violence after you experienced it?


M042            My opinion was it probably happens a hell of a lot more than anybody realizes and it's pretty sad.


Interviewer      Did you recognize you were being abused?


M042        Um, to begin with? No, till I got, um, help from a psychologist.


Interviewer      What was it like accepting that you were being abused?


M042      Um, emasculating I suppose would be the word. No, not very good. You sort of, it's pretty shit


Interviewer      In your opinion or what's your, what's your understanding of what domestic violence is?

M042       It's any physical or mental abuse that one person does to another   Along with some controlling and coercion tactics. Yeah. A wide variety of different, different things.

Interviewer      Has that always been your view?

M042           Nah, it, growing up in my time it was domestic violence was when a man hit a woman.


Interviewer     Um, what, what would you, is there anything you would've benefited from growing up as far as messages and so on about domestic violence that would've helped you as an another?


M042             Um, I don't believe I ever got anything in school in regards to that. Not that I can remember. Nothing that stands out, but um, yeah, you gotta start from school age and they talk about everything else. So they should be, they should be talking about it in school. I'm very, uh, open with my kids about that sort of. Yeah. Obviously I don't go into details about my stuff, but it's right or wrong to hit people, not hit people to bully, all that sort of stuff.

Interviewer      What types of violence or types of abuse did you experience? So you, you'd said about financial abuse, what did that look like for you



M042        Me. Um, so when we got together, she didn't work. Um, I got us a house when we had our first kid. I paid for her to get qualifications to be able to get a decent job. Um, when she was working, um, she used to fight because I would expect her to chip in for bills that wasn't a dumb thing. Um, it was basically her money was hers and my money was hers.    I used to, you know, didn't have anything nice because I was paying for everything. Yeah. Mental


Interviewer      Yeah. Um, what other things did she used to do? So what, what kind of things did she call you, you know, when she was shouting at you or, or abusing you verbally? What Kind of things would 


M042    she um, she would, would question my manhood at times, um, which used to piss me off. Um, question my ability as a parent, um, question the relationship with my parents. Um, and basically everything that was happening was I was the problem. That was a, a major one.


Interviewer      So what would she, so question in your relationship with your parents, what was, what would she say?

M042      Um, would call me a mommy's boy mom lives in Northern Ireland and I, yeah. Um, I grew up in a single parent, dad lived in Australia for the last 25 years, so I'm very, my mom brought me and my sister up, so I'm very, um, close to her and just, um, consistently put putting her down front of me, which I would never stand for.


Interviewer      Yeah. Um, in questioning your manhood, what was that about? What would she say


M042       There? Oh, because, um, basically I should have just shut up and, and got on with it and I shouldn't be whinging and, you know, emotions I shouldn't have. Emotions just, yeah. If I ever piped up it was basically shut up.


Interviewer      Yep. Okay. Is there anything else you'd like to share regarding your experience during or after relationship that you feel that we've not covered before now?


M042     Um, obviously this is private and not nothing will get out there. Yep. Um, when we got divorced, I came to find out that my 11 year old son wasn't even my son. She's  scum on the earth, so She is, yeah. Um, but he's 11. I brought him up since he was a baby, so nothing's changed.


Interviewer      Yeah.

M042       That was that old that'll me little mess up, you know?


Interviewer      Yep. When did she tell you that?


M042       Um, I found out when we were doing the divorce proceedings.


Interviewer      Was it, how did you find out?

M042       Um, I got an email, I don't even know if it's true. It was wrote down I assume because she's such a piece of shit, I'm assuming it's true. So, but I wouldn't get a blood test or anything like that. I don't really need one.


Interviewer      Yep, okay. And how's that affected you?


M042         Oh, fucking destroyed it on it. Someone that you, it's their first son, first born. The kids literally saved my life, you know what I mean? Gimme purpose. Yep. When you hear that, crush it.


Interviewer      So what do you mean saved your life? Literally saved your life? What does that mean? Were you having thoughts of


M042        no, no, no. Um, grew up in Northern Ireland, was drinking at 13, smoking a shit ton of weed. Just life was just plateauing and I needed a change. So I come out to Australia and I was just, you know, working away but nothing, what, what was the big plan in life? There wasn't one and then I had my kids and gives you something to, that's what I enjoy doing being a parent.


Interviewer      No thanks for that. Anything else?     Anything you, you think I've missed out or anything that 


M042        No, just like the, the way she was able to use the kids after it had finished and she took them from me, um, was entitled to take, she took my house, I had to sell my house, took my supper and yeah. What was it to pay 26 grand to see my kids, which is right. People didn't have money behind them.  It's wrong. You shouldn't have to pay money to be able to see your kids.

Interviewer      So why, why did you have to pay 26,000?


M042       Because   She just wouldn't, she just kept, wouldn't let me see them.


Interviewer      Did the court,


M042          So the court goes and so, you're allowed 'em for four days and then she's just saying, no, no, no, keep going back, keep paying money to the lawyers and eventually, um, she,   She,  So she took them from their schools, moved them to Port CLL while her daughter still went to Olsen school. Um, and then she got one of the, um, chaplains from Olston to write a letter accusing me of all sorts and using that in the mediation to try and get me, stop me from seeing the kids. It was all false.  She didn't get fired, but I'm going to the Ombudsman all about that sort of stuff. But yeah, by the time not it was 26 grand all up by the time we got divorced and got the kids sorted, it was 26 grand just because I wanna, I, there was never once before we split up an accusation of me doing the wrong thing.


Interviewer      Right. Okay. Anything else you would like to say or any comments about the interview or anything you've not liked? Other than the fact I'm a Celtic Supporter ? Um, anything that you would've liked to have seen different? Anything you would've liked me to ask you that I haven't asked you?

M042      Um, no, not pretty. I can't recommend going to see a psychologist, the thing that sort of opened my eyes to it and gave me the strength to be able to leave her. Yeah. That was very important. Apart from that, not really. Yeah.


Interviewer      Okay. Well thank you. Um, I appreciate that. I'll turn this off now.


