

S004 person checked



Interviewer    Can you tell me why you called me, why you contacted me?



S004       Um, yeah, so my work as a counselor, I, um, have clients who are men who are, who present as victims of family violence. And I've had women who present as perpetrators of family violence and have had clashes with the organization or values of the organization. Particular, well, pretty much everybody  in terms of seeking support for that or, um, , um, validation or anything to do with that. Um, because the position has been that, that that's not the case. That, um, the, that men, the organization protects women and holds men to account. So, um, so it's been something I've been counseling for about two and a half years, so still very emerging. So this is, has been, um, something I've grappled with for that period of time. And, um, and to the point where the organization seems to be infatuated with the idea that that, um, men are perpetrators and women are victims through discussions, policy updates, everything, um, team meetings, that's, that's pretty much a key agenda item.
Um, so it's reinforced that the clients I'm talking about are not at all real or to be believed. So it's, yeah, in terms of my practice, it's been a huge, um, struggle for me to wrap my head around one where I've started to doubt myself and then, you know, cause all the messages are very narrow and then thinking, oh, I think it's a bit more complex than that, but everyone's saying, no, no, no. And then, um, sort of doing research and looking and talking to others and then sort of learning about the complexities of family violence and then, um, learning to not give up when, um, the main place in town is not gonna help people in either of those categories.  Um, yeah, so essentially it's been a big part of my work as a counselor and I have almost resigned many times or had lots of conflicts with the broader team. Um, but then I've come to a position where I'm just accepting that that's what everything's like, meanwhile life and kept doing good work. So that's what's kept me there. But, um, yeah, that's it.

Interviewer    where did you see the research


S004       social work facebook page



Interviewer    Okay. Thank you for that. What's your understanding of the term domestic violence?



S004      Yeah, I think like all of this, I think it is complex and I think we wanna find a very simple solution to something that is incredibly complex. So the current narrative I think is, uh, an attempt to be simple. Um, likewise, language is complex as well. Um, so domestic, um, you know, well, you know, I guess it means whatever happens within the home environment, whether that's in a care facility or um, in a house or wherever.
Um, which I understand that. I think maybe it's in Tasmania, um, maybe you can, you know, more that the term is generally family violence is used more than domestic violence possibly, um, because domestic could imply abuse or violence between the children and a parent or, um, but I think what it's really about is intimate partner violence. So that's the term that I, that makes sense to me. Intimate partner violence, um, is I think what we now call family violence.  But actually I think we're talking about intimate partner violence.   lots of different things. This is where it's so complex and, you know, there's situational, you know, things that result in violence. Um, and then there's sort of sustained violence and then there's, um, kind of violence that might stem from a mental health disorder. Um, so it includes physical things, a push shove to death or killing, um, everything in between. It could be a one off thing.   It could be, you know, every day or over many years, or, or a mixture. It could be coercion of control, it could be, um, isolating the person from their family and friends, which I think is, uh, just growing in awareness and the impact of coercion and control and, um, that form of violence has on people. Um, which just adds to the complexities. I think we tend to think it's a black eye. Um, but it, it could be that, but it could be lots of other things. 


Interviewer    What is your experience providing services to men who have been victims?

S004     Yeah. Well, my, my job as a counselor, I, I don't see my job as an investigator or an assessor for doing an assessment to determine what's actually happening. All I do is report what's been told to me so someone can tell me that they are experiencing family violence or describe things. And my job is just to work with that, not to actually actually know if they are to, um, or telling the truth, which has been part of the, the clash really.
Um, um, so my experience has been fine, really. Like I've got, um, I've probably had about eight men who've been clients who've been, who have disclosed things that are consistent with , some of our experiences, family involved. And, you know, the hardest thing is probably educating them that actually what's happening, what you're describing to me is what we might call family violence.
Speaker: 3:
Um, and then also, you know, um, talking about how there's very little help for, for you out there and this organization will be the closest to help you to helping you. But, um, we have found violence or violence behavior change programs for men, and we have support services for women, but we have nothing for people like you. Um, so it's been a bit disheartening in a way, but also validating that, um, that the simple narrative we've got around family violence is not actually helpful.   It, um, lets a lot of people off the hook and, um, silences a lot of people. So, um, yeah, so I guess the challenge has really been around education because they're told from the media and everywhere that no men are perpetrators. Women Australia says no to, you know, male violence against women. So therefore Australia says yes to female violence towards men. So helping them realize that it's okay for help and what they're experiencing is actually family violence is probably the biggest challenge, but otherwise it's like I do with any person who's experiencing family violence. Um, that's, that's what it is. 


Interviewer    What kinda things, what Are the things that men are reporting? 


S004      Um, were kinds of abuse varied. So as, as varied as we've just talked about. Um, physical abuse, um, as in punching daily, slapped in the face. Um, one which was the peak which really spurred my conflict with the organization was a, a man who said that, uh, his partner took him out to the, near the lake or pond or something, um, and, and sort of under the pretense of let's go have a chat, and then she hit him over the head with a log or stick and through his phone in the lake. And, um, so that could have resulted in many things in dying or drowning or whatever. So there's that sort of stuff. Lots of, um, you know, all of this is complex and my job is not to be an investigator. Um, what people have said of false rape allegations, um, even when it's documented police records that there's been physical altercations where the woman has, you know, given black eyes and blood noses to the male over a couple of times.    Um, and then a rape allegation now that's the story. Um, coercion control, you know, don't have any friends anymore. My wife's said, can't hang out with these people. And, uh, financial abuse just as varied as what I see with women who are experiencing family violence. So, um, I think the, the threat of death is usually considered the, the way they measure things. But I think, um, in my short time counseling as a part-time counselor, I've seen enough breadth of experiences that death could be, or murder could be, um, part of it.  Uh, so therefore I take it quite seriously. And, um, that's, yeah, that's why I think it's so good you're doing this because if we overlook that stuff and we focus on, you know, things like, oh, you know what, we might deem less severe stuff, you know, our husband might let me go shopping. Um, we pay attention to that because a woman's the victim of that type of coercion or control, but we overlook a man who's about to be knocked unconscious  and drown in a pond just because it's gender based.   Well, I wouldn't be doing my best for this community if I didn't participate in this and or raise, raise these issues. Thank you.


Interviewer    With, um, with some of the men that you see who are maybe, um, who report that there's not that kind of physical violence possibly, um, maybe the emotional or, or other types of abuse, how often do you think that their, um, their mental health has suffered as a,


S004     Uh, massively, and I think this is part of complexity is that, um, if you look at the, the social, social socialization, um, lens, that it takes a lot for some people in the community to realize that what they're experiencing is a mental health loaded issue and to seek help. And I think men is a general group of the population, um, might need more help to sort of seek help for that. But, so once again, what I can see as being a big impact on their mental health, they might not be able to articulate that.   So, um, I would say huge. Um, and often it's, it sort of goes like this where I might say, oh, okay, so she's punching holes in the wall, um, she hasn't hit you, but that's, you know, if if she, if you were doing that to her, this organization would very much see that as a threat and, uh, you know, the war could be you.  Um, so when I say that they, one particular man yes, or last week was saying, oh yeah, yeah, but that's, that's nothing. So it's a bit of, um, educating them how serious that is. And then a couple of questions in, then it's actually, yes, I'm quite scared, so it's a bit of a putting up a face that everything's okay, it's all a bit bit of fun, nothing's so serious, I'm, you know, strong or tough and all that stuff. Um, but then it doesn't take long for it to, um, actually be disclosed that they're quite scared or, you know, anxious, all that stuff.   So they probably require a lot more help, um, than say, you know, say women in a similar situation because the narrative in society, in the organization is very much supporting to come forward to seek help, which is fantastic, but it needs to be extended to anybody, immigrants and family violence.


Interviewer    Can you tell me about your most recent team that you provided service to a man ?



S004   Yeah. Most recent time that I've provided support to,  Um, yes, last week. Um, and this is a couple that initially came as a couple, um, do you want me to  To, yeah, yeah.  Um, and it, they came to the organization because, um, he had a, um, police family violence order put on him because, and anyway, through working with this couple over a year, um, the thing that led them was an argument which resulted in him having a, a glass scale to weigh things and smashing on the kitchen floor. Um, and learning about these people that, uh, it, and both of the stories matched, in fact, individual sessions are.  Um, but once again, my job isn't to investigate, to find an answer. It's working with them, whether, but it was very much that, um, my observation, if you like, is that she was very controlling as in, you know, making breakfast, giving me two arm instead of three or too too much yogurt. So that's why was measuring the stuff on the scales. Um, she's very articulate, very, very comfortable in a counseling space or in a help seeking space.   Um, and he's very educated and he's not, um, not comfortable, not used to seeking help, all that stuff. So kind of polar opposites , and she was using words like, oh, he's so controlling. And then he would say, oh, okay, I didn't put enough almonds on or whatever. And then it would sort of be, um, you know, I didn't quite see it as that simplistic, so I talked about, okay, what about you and how would you be controlling him?  Or, and she was able to say, yes, yeah, I guess I am like that too. I do that to him. I yell at him and all that stuff. So anyway, so that, that couple sort of, um, they went off the books for about six months, but they just reengaged again. Um, and had one on one sessions with both of them. And he was telling me about what had happened where she said, well, he told me that she was lying to him, you know, I'm not talking to my ex-husband, lots of text message, who's talking to who type stuff, and set him up to, um, be quite jealous and said, oh, my phone's in the car.  He went out to look for the phone and she had it in her pocket and she, he went to grab the phone and then she fell over and called the police. Um, so once again, now he's gonna go to court. So talking to him, it was him saying, yeah, yeah, I, I grabbed, grabbed her arm and that was very much the focus of what had happened. And, and obviously as a, as a professional, I need to talk about that not being okay. Um, but I don't think that was the real issue.  Um, so, but talking to him about, well, what had led up to that and, you know, if you had have done this and whatever, what would, what would be different? Um, was a, was a big sort of challenge for me to sort of show him that maybe you're being set up or maybe not, but just to think that possibly all the lead up events over the months of lying and not lying and, um, that could have been what, you know, what was leading to what happened.  Um, and that's when he sort of laughed off about holes of the wall. And then, so I don't think he still, still don't think he believed me that none of that was okay for him to experience. But, um, but this is the, the challenge of social socialization. Um, and then when I was talked to her, yeah, absolutely she did said all the right words, he's controlling all that stuff. And then it took a lot of skill to sort of break through that. And then she said, yes, I'm doing to him what I did to my ex-husband and I'm sabotaging it. And, um, and all that. So once again, my job isn't to say, ha, you are right and you're wrong. That it's, but I think one thing I've learned is that if you take these sorts of things at face value, you, you, you see what you wanna see.  Um, but it is far more going on than just, uh, than than that. So that's an example, very recent example of me pushing through and, um, I guess trying to work on both of those people seeing things differently because she wouldn't be helped if she, um, wasn't challenged to sort of, you know, uncover what was really happening from her point of view. And he would probably be in jail if, um, if he didn't sort of have someone sort of say, that's not okay, what's happening to you. So, and I actually said to him, I said, I said, uh, you need to stop, absolutely stop this happening ever again because you'll be in jail if it continues. It could escalate, it could be at a scale now, you know, she falls over, however, whatever actually happened there, um, could be more serious.   Um, and I said to him, and you are lucky you have me because any other practitioner here would not have dug any deeper than you pushed or you did something that resolved her falling over. And that's the end of the services available to you in this town. So, um, 


Interviewer    thank you. Can you tell me about the first time that you provided services to a man who reported you he was a victim of domestic violence?

S004    Um, yeah, so it was probably, um, um, I'm trying to think which would be the first.   Um, yes. Yeah, it was a telephone only cuz it was during Covid working from home. So I've only ever, and I still talk to him now, um, he, uh, yeah, just, he was separated from his wife, um, and with a new relationship and um, he, he initially presented as oh, you know, communication issue, that sort of stuff in the relationship. Um, but it soon became apparent that he was, um, uh, very much a, well what he was describing was very much consistent with, um, victims of family violence.   Um, where he would say, oh, she would belittle me. She would make fun of me in front of everybody laugh. She would tell me to come over, open the door and say, what are you doing here? Shut the door in his face. Um, sexual sexual abuse in terms of, you know, um, he was so anxious and then you got to get your erection sorted by October or you're out. That sort of stuff. Um, you know, about have sex and then she'd say that was shit. All those sorts of things. Um, and um, he'd wake up to her screaming in his face, you know, I get the fuck  outta my bed, what the fuck  are you doing here? Um, and what else? Um, um, I'm trying to think now. Cause there was lots of, lots of, just lots of stories like that I think, um, going on in a car trip and just screaming at him, you know, you're useless, you're whatever.  Um, and so, so once again, so that was when I was still very new to counseling anyway, so, um, but I wasn't as, I guess aware of the, the narrow sort of view of family violence. So I wasn't quite, um, um, I guess paying attention is, I was still very much just taking what he was saying.   Um, but um, yeah, so it was a lot, I guess a lot less triggering for me or I wasn't as heightened. I guess this is a, how am I gonna deal with this because I'm still here. Um, but yeah, it was, it was, I guess once again the challenge of hey, that's actually family violence and if that helps you to see what's happening to you through that lens, then let's talk about that. Um, and then to work with thankfully that it live together. Um, but to sort of, it took a year, probably a year and a half for him to leave. And it was, um, I guess obviously beautiful from my point of view to see him regain his confidence and who he is and believe in himself and all of those things that any person who's been the victim of someone like that experiences, um, was, was quite rewarding and awesome.  Um, and I would say it's a huge success because he told me a couple of weeks ago that he saw her in the street and he went up to her and talked to her and then, um, she said, oh, well let's go this way. And he said, oh no, actually I'll go that way as a quite a big symbol that I'm not under your control anymore. So yeah, that might have been what we might call an easy case cuz you had a lot of other resources, but the, the, um, the fundamentals of him losing himself thinking he's stupid, he's useless, he's whatever, um, were there, um, and yeah, and he's quite safe now with his former wife.  Um, and that's, and he just, he described, um, a previous relationship many years ago. He was engaged that similar things happened to him. And he said that his soon to have been mother-in-law heard her daughter punching him in the bedroom, and the mother-in-law said to him, what just happened? And he told her and she said, you don't have to put up with this. So then he called off the wedding, you know, a week out.  So having that experience was a really good thing to reflect on us saying, well, you've identified when you weren't safe before, so this is another you've got that to draw on. Um, but it also made him think, oh, maybe it's something about me, maybe I'm whatever. Um, yes.  


Interviewer     Thank you. Now, you've probably already done this. Um, the question is, can you tell me a specific example when you provided a service to male victim and then there's a, there's a kind of part B to that where it's about looking at the, the partner's experience of what that violence is. What, what do you think may be on for them? Maybe the, the example with the, the couple that you've been seeing might be a good way of, you know, looking at that.



S004   Yep. So for her, um, for her, I think, um, um, do you mean what was going on for her in terms of her experiences of, of violence or   Her experiences of what was happening? 

Interviewer      Yeah, so you've got him being there and saying, you know, this is what's going on. Some of it I'm aware of, some of it I'm minimizing some of them not aware of. Um, but what do you think that if you take a a slice in time, what do you think that that relationship and that communication and that, um, behavior is is like for her? Yeah. How does she see it?


S004      Well, this, I, I think I, I asked her, did you call the police because you were, when she fell over and also when he smashed the scales on the kitchen floor, I asked her, did you call the police because you were fearful that you could get really hurt or, and she said, no. Um, they're both very physically fit people who do martial arts and all that sort of stuff.   Um, and she, so in that sense they're both physically strong, who's stronger than the other, you know, whatever. Um, so I don't know if we might normally think it's a fearful experience, but I think for her it's a, like, this is where it's complex. Again, it doesn't exist in a vacuum. Her life experiences have, you know, probably had a lot of trauma as well.  So I think the bigger life traumas that she's grappling with is really what her experiences experience is and what's happening with her husband is, is, or partner is just a bit of that.   Um, the other example that I talked about where the woman hit him over the head, back to the pond, I've worked with her as well. She was initially my client, um, I would say quite a quite severe mental health disorder in terms of, um, uh, um, borderline personality. I know it's bipolar , um, and lots of attachment issues from childhood and you know, so mental health, big in that case.  Um, so I think, and in that case, he told me that she recorded him and he recorded her on one occasion because she was saying, oh, I'm gonna, you're never gonna see the kids again. All that sort of stuff. So I don't know if there's a bit of control there for her, but, um, yeah.  

Interviewer      What do you think men's experiences are in regards to disclosing being a victim in domestic violence?



S004     Well, I don't think they, well, what, from my experience, none of the men have disclosed that I haven't named up. I'm a victim of family violence or, um, it's, you know, I'm here for help to leave a, this abusive relationship. So it takes a lot more to, for them to get to that point, one to acknowledge what's happening to them. Two, maybe they realize what's happening, but they dunno how to seek help or if it's really the case or not.  Um, so I guess education is really key and normalizing. It is, you know, for me to sort of talk generally, oh, sometimes this happens and that happens. And sort of providing that safe space for them to say, well, actually, if that happens to me, um, it's important. But that's really hard when they're walking up the alleyway and into the foyer where it's all women are victims, men take account for your behavior. So it takes a lot.  So the men that have come to this organization, um, and sort of stuck with it, I'm incredibly proud of them because everything was telling them that what they're experiencing isn't at all valued or valid.


Interviewer      Did he ever indicate, um, talking to the friends or talking to the family about it and what their, what their experiences are?


S004    Um, no, I don't think anyone said that. And a lot of them have said, well, they don't have any friends. 


Interviewer      Right. Um, yeah.  Okay, Do you think their children at the time they were seeking assistance? Um, definitely impacted. Um, I don't know if I'm to think of the ages. Um, I, I think, I dunno if they were seeking assistance for what was happening with their parents or the adults. Um,  I think all of them. All of them did. Yeah. Yeah. And varying ages and, um,


Interviewer      Yeah. How old do you think the kids were?



S004    Yeah, well   One, the guy Who I said who were just still on the phone, he had a five year old son who, um, he described what the son saw and he described noticing behavior changes in his son and, and was quite scared and would, you know, tenses up whenever they'd go to her house. And, um, so once again, that was talking through, well, you know, sort of education around, well, this is what might be happening for him and it's not just him necessarily being a five year old or, um, yeah. Um, just trying. Yes. Does that answer the question,


Interviewer       Yeah, it does. And I, these, these are be, but these are be bit tricky questions. 


Oh, right, yeah. Oh, and, and in my role, I mandated notify too. And, um, and I've reported things like this yeah. To, um, child safety, um, as needed. But I think because, um, one of them, one of the, well, he was 22, 1 of the men, it was actually his mother who was the abuser, and she was actually in the appointment and she said to me, he was in the room too, and he was mute, he just didn't say anything.  And she said he hasn't spoken for five years close to it. Um, and she said, I just get violent when I don't get my way. So I punched him in the face and I punched the dad in the face and he's left. So, um, so I guess, I mean, that stuff's happened to that kid and his brother when they were children. Um, yeah. But, um, I think, so I think a lot of, a lot of the men don't know really, or articulate what's going on. They don't necessarily come to say, this is happening to me and my child needs help too, if that's kind of part of the  Question. 


Interviewer       So the next, the next part was, um, do you think the children were, were, um, were witnessing the abuse and do you think, um, the children might have been victims of abuse? Um,


S004   Yeah, very good question. Um, I mean, yes, definitely a child I think is always impacted by what's happening in the home, whether vicariously or directly. Um, I'm trying to think whether it was ever directed at the children. The one who got knock over the head, his children were 16, 17, so I don't think they would've seen any of that or, um, I don't think that woman did anything to them other than, uh, I guess how to describe it.
Um, emotional abuse or, you know, it was a stepmother situation, um, put downs, all that sort of stuff. Yes. Um, but I, I can't think of any child that was, that I've, of the cases I'm talking about that also received that same level of abuse as the man did.  


Interviewer       Do you think any of the kids, or do you know if any of the kids were, um, may have been, um, referred on to, to mandated authorities?  Child protection or State Services?

S004      A lot of, a lot of them, you know, this is where, once again, this, this, these experiences don't happen in a vacuum that a lot of them are engaged in other services as well. Um, uh, or a lot of clients in general. That, um, I might see, um, I don't think so. Okay.


Interviewer      What was your opinion on male’s being victims of abuse before you started helping them?


S004     Um, that anyone can be? Well, yeah, good question. I grew up, I had a, uh, one of my best friends, um, who through primary school and high school, I would, you know, spend every weekend there and vice versa at his house and sort of, kind of grew up with him and watching his mother abuse his dad, um, in every type of way, put downs in front of people, screaming at him, punching, slapping him. Um, and over my childhood, sort of see him dwindle down to being unemployable, um, was really, I guess, challenging because at that same time, we're going to school hearing messages of, you know, women are victims, men are perpetrators.  And so it was very much hearing that at school, going to his house and then thinking, oh, well that must be okay. Then that's, you know, that's what we, what I might have been thinking was wrong, actually wasn't.    Um, so to sort of later in life sort of reflect on that and think, uh, well, I kind of, I guess starting this sort of work has prompted me to look back and think, well, what was happening there was, um, family violence, um, really, once again, well, not once again, it really disheartened me because this is generations now where, you know, still men who are in that same situation as my friend's dad who has attempted suicide many times, um, uh, still society hasn't at all progressed to support people who need it.   Um, yeah, and it just makes me think, well, imagine what we could've done if we had been educated that this is what family violence looks like rather than men and perpetrators, women are victim. So to look for the size of family violence, maybe we could have helped him or helped her as well. But,


Interviewer      So you’ve merged that into my next question. Um, what would you, would your opinion of male as victims of domestic violence now that you've been helping them, and how has that changed? How has it, has it changed? Has it changed


S004    After there? I, I very much, very much the, um, that the gender based narrative of pretty much anything in our society is unhelpful. So I'm, I'm a bit of a post-structuralist in that sense that, um, let's, you know, gender has sort of one of those things that's meant different things in different cultures and different state eras of history. So it doesn't, it's not a thing that's actually there.   We can, you know, create it and uncreate it. Um, so I'm, I'm I, and this is a perfect example of where I think taking a, uh, you know, arbitrary thing like gender, um, and applying it to a very individual experience, um, and how it is actually quite, um, hurtful, damaging and unhelpful to the very thing it's trying to, to stop.  So, um, so, so in that sense, I, I very much take a nonsexist non-gendered approach to this. However, I'm doing this in the context of a very clear gendered narrative around it. So I don't like saying, um, men are also victims. I like saying victims of victims, perpetrators or perpetrators, there's more in common with victims of family violence, whatever their gender identity is, or sex, and there's more in common with perpetrators than what there is men and women, if that makes sense.  So given that I, given the, the nature of the, the culture of, or the context of this broader conversation, I feel that, um, you know, more so raising the voice of male victims is, is key to saving lives and actually addressing the real issue of, uh, people who think it's okay to abuse people within their family or their partnerships, rather than it being about men and women, which is yeah, so varied in every way.






Interviewer      You've already answered this, but I think the, the really looking first just a list, um, short, sharp list, what types of abuse do men report to you?  


S004     Um, that, yeah, physical, financial, um, control, sort of social control, uh, put downs. Um, I, you know, I, not that they've said this, but things like punching the hole in the wall. So, you know, threats, um, uh, using, these are the tough one. Not necessarily they've disclosed that this is an example, but they've said it and then I've taken it as an example.    Um, using children access to children, um, uh, yeah, those sorts of things.



Interviewer      How often do you think or how common, do you think access to children are? Um,



S004    I also work in another role at this organization, so, um, uh, so that role isn't as a therapeutic counselor, it's a service delivery type supervisor, I think. And that's,


Interviewer      At the end of the day, that's what this is about. It's not just about your role as a counselor, the service provider, whatever hat that you've Got on. 


S004    Yeah. So I think lots of times, like, um, yeah. Ah, that's a, that's a big question in itself, the, the use of children as a tool for abuse. Um, yeah. Oh gosh. Um, some, not some, like some of the examples I've talked about with the guys, especially scale, the child or their children weren't part of it, I don't think in terms of, um, as a tool. Uh, and the other ones a bit older, but definitely in the other service space, you know, me reading the files of Intact, um, and then how the organization interprets that to what it offers is, um, very different to how I see it. Um, yeah. So, uh, yeah, it's complex. Hard to say. It's complex, yes, lots of times. Um, but I think that's a really important question because that's, that just perpetuates things for another generation and it's a different form of abuse.



Interviewer      Now the questions coming up are based on research, so the, based on the narrative that's often out there. Um, so we're just looking at your experience and later on, we'll, we'll compare it to a narrative, do you believe men when they say they were abused?


S004     Um, I, as a service provider, I don't care. I don't, and this is what I very much think is the difference between a professional and a friend or a person. I don't care what, I don't care if they're telling me the truth or not. If they're telling me that that's what I've work with, I think that's what counselors do. Um, I have no reason to believe, no reason not to believe, and it doesn't actually matter. Um, if I were a, you know, a lawyer or something like that, obviously, or in a judicial system, obviously that's a different matter.  You have to determine things or a police officer. But in my role, it's to work with whatever they bring into that session. So I do, I don't believe anybody, you know, some, um, I, I have no reason not to believe men who disclose that,

Interviewer      Moving on from that one.  has there been men who say they've been abused, but it turns out that they are the  perpetrator?



S004    Um, of the men that I've worked with in this capacity, um, no, it's always been the opposite, or almost always, it's usually been the opposite, where they've come as the perpetrator and then it's been like, actually you are also a victim. Um, which, which ones again go to the complexity of family violence. It's, there's lots of reciprocal violence. Um, so, um, yeah, no


Interviewer      Good. How many people a year do you see who report victims, but normally they are  abusers? 


S004      Dunno. And I am not a numbers person at all. So, um, I'm always skeptical of, um, stats that sort of back up, you know, funding from particular programs because I think you could look at, you could slice and dice the data in any way. We could do it by age, if we did it by age, and I think funding would be very different to gender. Um, so why, I'm definitely somebody that, that critiques research that is in this space, because I think it's an emerging field of research, which is awesome.    Once again, why you doing this? Um, and the current data that we've got, I think is taken for granted is, or it's not scrutinized as much because, um, it's already, already you can't, because it's such a sensitive topic and a real sort of has real implications for life. Um, I think we're not even sophisticated enough to debate this family violence space where I think we're scared.   So we just as a broad society, we um, just stick with whatever the loudest voice is, which happens to be a, a feminist view. Um, so



Interviewer       Thank you. Moving, you've partly, partly covered this again, which is not unusual. Um, but I suppose that for me it's a bit overlapping. It's a bit, you know, trying to make sure that we can get everything.
How often do you see mutual abuse?



S004      Yeah. Um, well I would say mostly, um, like the, the, the example, the case where, um, the guy, the scales like I think quite easily that could be taken as a, he's the perpetrator and that's the end of the story. Um, but as I've described them, uncovering different types of abuse, but abuse nonetheless.   Um, all violence. Uh, so I, I think even if I've, you know, the guy on the phone that I've been talking to, I've only heard his side of the story, which I don't at all see it as his side and her side, whatever, but I've only heard one account, um, who knows, I'm, maybe it's he does stuff or did, um, that makes you things to her. So I don't know. I don't have, you don't always get evidence on both.  Um, but I think always it's far more conflicts than just one type of abuse or one incident or one personal one gender.



Interviewer      Are there, are there any other conditions that men present with when they presenting as as victim to DV? That might be, you know, mental health conditions, it might be physical health conditions, Disabilities. 



S004      Yeah. Yep. Yeah, all of those. I think, um, yeah, uh, often, um, yeah, so, so some of the men that I've worked with have come as part of a couple because of something that he might have done. Um, and the guy on the phone that I talked about, he, um, he came off his own back, but once again it was a, oh, relationship, communication issues.   Um, so, but in terms of comorbidity with other things, I'm pretty sure yes. And, um, yeah, maybe I think, That's, they're a tough question because um, once again, the experiences of the people I'm thinking of are varied and which is my fundamental issue with it all. We're trying to simplify that men experience this, we experienced that, but just as varied as well. 


Interviewer      And that's really what I'm trying to capture and I'm trying to capture that viewability that, the breadth of that, um, so that we can actually understand it better. So, um, I suppose another question that I have, I don't think I have in here, but I'm going to ask it anyway, is I suppose the people that you've, the people that you've worked with cuz um, how have they coped with, with that abuse? So have they changed their behavior? Um, have they been on medication as a result of that? Have they, um, used drugs or alcohol? Is is a form of self medication, so is there any of that?



S004     Um, not that I, not substance abuse, I don't, I'm trying to think, um, hasn't sort of been being part of coping strategies for the men I've been working with in this role. Um, which could also be why, you know, a reflection of the type of service that we work at. So, um, yeah, and talking through it, we've, they haven't, no one sort of said, yes, I've been drinking more or whatever.   So I don't know about that, whether more broadly that's a, that's a, a common thing.  I don't know the answer to that. Okay. Um, yeah, because I think it's quite, yeah, I dunno the answer to that I wouldn't have a good answer  To. Yeah. 


Interviewer      Um, have any of the men you've seen required hospitalization and medical assessments? Um,
  


S004    The one who got knocked over the head, I dunno what's happened to him. So who knows, um, whether more incidences have happened that have escalated, but, um, um, um, no, no one that I've worked with has been hospitalized.


Interviewer      Is there anybody that, um, that you've worked with had, um, as part of that abuse, had wets used either against them or threat?


S004    Yeah, knives. Definitely knives. Um, um, I don't think guns, the tree log or the tree branch, um, uh, weapons, mainly knives.


Interviewer      So can you gimme some examples of what that threat might look like? Is it, uh, is that a threat? Is that a, uh, posturing?


S004    Yeah. Yeah. Oh, the guy, um, that I said talked on the phone, he said that he woke up to her holding a knife to, or at him screaming at him. Um, so I guess that that, um, which now he sort of scared of knowledge way, um, as you would be, um, you know, I think, yeah, good question. And weapons, I think you mean weapons?  Weapons, but children as weapons <laugh> or access to children's weapons? Um, yeah, I, I, yeah, I think it was another guy now who said his wife would run around the house with a knife and chase him out. Um, yeah. So, 



Interviewer       what services do you think male victims need?



S004    The same as, as any victim. I think if we have a, a community where it is, the, the message is Australia says no to violence in, you know, all hot types of violence. Absolutely. But in this specific type, Australia says no to intimate partner relationship violence, then that's the, that's the biggest, I think, change that needs to happen. And as I've described, the men I've worked with, their experiences are just as varied as what women I've worked with who are victims


Interviewer      Are. Can you gimme some examples of the services you think they would benefit from,



S004    Oh, you know, housing obviously, or, you know, emergency housing, um, you know, payments that, you know, leaving the $5,000 payment you can get for if you need to when you're leaving, uh, abusive place. And I think, um, obviously counseling and psychology type services to help make sense of what's happened and to, you know, find themselves again. And that that's, that that, that it happened to them, um, be part of it.  Um, legal support obviously to, um, cuz quite often anybody who's, who's lost themselves to an abuser might not have the capacity to, um, keep fighting. And if it extends into the legal sphere, then that might be even more difficult to fight for your children or your house or whatever. You might just give up. Um, so the same types of services that are available to women, um, I think.


S004      Was there something else you were thinking?


Interviewer        No, no. It is just, I, I've can ask these questions I kind of flick, come around a wee bit. Um, and I think it's to try and see if I can, if there's any gaps or people, cause people think a particular way and I'm a visual person, so when I'm thinking things I'm, I'm kind of planning it out and so on. So sometimes you ask a question this way and it's interpreted that way or it's interpreted this way. It's interpreted that way. Okay. So I ask it a different way to see if we can kind capture as much information as we can. Seems as if it's repeating, but we're just taking it from another angle 

S004     Yeah. 



Interviewer      Um, so what gaps do you think there are a for men as victims of domestic violence? So that's why I was kind of taking it there  Other way. 



S004     Huge gaps. Gaps in uh, education. So like if your partner is punching you in the face, um, you know, 
I think, and it's not black and white either, all just as an example, if you're a woman getting punched in the face, you can easily Google something or have someone come up to you and say, what's happening at home? We will help you. If you're a man being punch in the face, you think, oh well that's just the way it is. Or, you know, somehow I must be a perpetrator. Um, so that's where the difference I think starts. And also, you know, we haven't talked about women as perpetrators and holding them to account.   A woman who punches something in the face thinks it's okay because Australia not to stick to that line. But, um, the narrative is very much that, that women need to be protected. And if you're a man doing that, then more and more still happening. But hopefully they're learning that that's not okay. Um, which it's still got a long way to go there. But, so I think, I think education, so I think any campaign that reinforces the idea that gender is the determining factor of experience of family violence, perpetrator or not is doing harm to the very point of what they're trying to do.


Interviewer      Does your work, does your workplace support the   Idea of men being victims? Can you give me an example? 


S004    Not at all. And to, I think one of the most distressing times of my working life was, so when I started canceling was just January 2020s and then Covid hit, so it was a couple months in the office and then online was my, the supervisor, clinical supervisor for our team, um, runs a monthly group supervision session and she said the topic was gonna be on male privilege. And me being, you know, one of two men in a team of 30 women, um, I was already on the back foot, but um, I just couldn't wrap my head around what on earth, what are we spending this time talking about? Something that is so, you know, I don't know, um, I don't know we should talking about counseling skills or you know, therapeutic support, things related things.  But, um, anyway, so I just remember just being flabbergasted and just sort of saying to the group like, so what are we talking about? What about, you know, it's not always click out there privileges women that men don't like working with children by default or, you know, men are perpetrators or pedophiles to proven otherwise if they were good children or you know, whatever. I just wanted to sort of say what, um, and the very much my experience was being shut down and I dunno. So that was a, the first, I guess confrontation I've had with the organization and it became quite a big thing.   I became sort of known as typical male who, um, doesn't understand my own privilege. And, um, all of those things that, um, are often sort of raised by the feminist view. And my manager at the time said, well, it's been raised to me that you don't, you, we are concerned.   You can't identify risk with family violence situations. You need to know that we have a feminist policy here. So, um, so it was very distressing. And then I did some research and I said, well actually it's not a feminist organization and um, whatever. So that, that conversation, the thing that has changed, the thing that has I guess saved me, um, organizationally is that manager that I said, um, told me she needs to make sure I know the feminist, she actually has totally flipped and now advocating within the organization that our services need to be focused on the topic or the, you know, perpetrators or victims or whatever the topic might be.   Um, and she's actually getting a lot of backlash,  as well. But she's the thing that has, um, I guess prevented me from just being another, how can I say, another male that gets put out of the system. Um, yeah, very dis very disappointing. And I, to the point where I've, these cases that I've talked about, I can't talk about that with my supervisor.  No way, nowhere to talk about it at all. Apart from that manager, 


Interviewer      do You get any external supervision?


S004   No. Okay. I, I actually sought external supervision for that very reason. I was just exploding inside and having to sit in a room with a supervisor who, it was not about me at all. It was about their personal, personal or gender in my opinion, um, was yeah, very distressing. So I've saw the next time supervisor, which was very validating cause that person used to be the manager of the same organisation as well and contact  So, and kind of opening around now. 


Interviewer      Um, so how has helping men as victims of DV affected you?



S004      Mm, per, I mean, with the men it been the best time. It's validating in my job as a counselor, like any person that I've worked with that that I can help them sort of, um, see, uncover what's going on and then take a next step to improving their situation, whatever it is, is beautiful to me as a counselor. Um, so in that sense it's great. But in terms of support, um, you know, if I went to group supervision and said, oh, I just had a woman who said her husband chopped up the credit card, the whole woman would be like, oh, that's commercial control.   He needs to whatever, whatever, whatever. But if I said, oh, um, I just had a man say that his partner loved him over here with a tree branch, what did he do? What did he do? So I try not to mull on all of these examples.  And um, you know, I actually think that that particular clinical supervisor is exceptionally harmful to our community because she's in a position of influence influencing a bunch of counselors that in small town Tasmania, if you Google counseling, this organization comes up. So if you come and get one of these people that are informed by this very narrow view, it does harm to our community. So I think it's very serious and I felt a lot about what I can do to change that.   And then I realized that with the organization and with government funding very much aligned to the gender based view. I can't be the martyr, I can't, but that's not, I'm not gonna be good at doing that. Um, so I can just keep working with people where they're at and work at that level. Um, yeah, but it even, even, I just say one more example of, of just the culture of this, and this is a non-religious organization too.   So I mean there's, here is the most sort of neutral, but clearly not. Um, one person described a case where she was working with the, you know, parenting program where the man, the dad came to the session and with bruises around his neck saying that she, the wife had strangled him in McDonald's car park and not dropping the kids off. And the counselor described that he was very distressed and, you know, whatever. Um, and that another time he'd come to his appointment and she was there incorrectly. So the group talked that as he's lying about the choking and why did he, in that other time, when they came at the same time to their appointment when she wasn't supposed to be there, he called his lawyer and said, what's going on? Um, the group was very much, why did he do that? You know, she just made a mistake.  Somebody said, ah, but if we had been the other way around, we would've latched onto him, rocking up to her appointment to abuse her. And the group was very much known. That's, it's different. What's his motivation? So I'm telling you that example as, as an example of the culture of the organization, frontline workers, and this is a small town, this is a big player in this space and you come and get one of those people and you are anything but a woman who whatever the scale of, um, violence, um, you are automatically by default considered needed protection.    And if you're a man in any way, you are a perpetrator until proven otherwise. But even still, it's not proof. 


Interviewer      there's two questions branch out from that then. Um, one question is, what is, um, the makeup of  The discipline makeup of the counselors? So the social workers, psychologists

S004     Primarily, um, in the north of the state , primarily I think all social workers, which is part of the problem. Um, Hobart, I think they've got a bit more of a mix of psychologists and social workers. Um, yeah, I'm just trying to think. So we've got counseling training, um, but yeah, I guess a very much a social work, well, you know, um, that's, that clinical supervisor would say things like, as social workers, we need to, you know, protect women.  And I would say, well, we're not social workers, we're counselors. That's our job and our job is to work with whoever what they're presenting. Um, so if that helps.


Interviewer    Um, so I'm just wondering if what the education is like in order for, for people to come out the end of that education to have a particular viewpoint on on that.



S004    Yeah, so social work, I think, um, I think it would be safe to say it's broadly informed by feminism, but my experience studying it, it wasn't sort of explicit. Um, but I guess it does enable people to not be challenged if they do hold a feminist view. So, um, so I guess in a way I'm quite surprised of this particular team I'm in cause I don't think it reflects social work more broadly.   Um, but I, but on the flip side, I think social work has enabled this and although that clinical supervisor psychologist training by training, but social work as well, um, maybe psychology was too hard, so she switched to something that enabled her to, and, and I think another big thing is, um, that the personal, I think the professional professionalism from my point of view is what the problem is that I take very seriously my role as a professional.  And I feel that in this particular context I'm talking about people's personal lived experiences and opinions and whatever is allowed to spill over into, Their work. And because we do very serious work, I  Cannot handle that if we are accountants maybe, but we're dealing with, and, and one example of a lady that I work with leading the office, office together, and she said to me, oh, I just had a really intense couple session and I just decided, yep, he's just coercive and controlling just like my ex-husband. So I just told her to leave him . And I'm embarrassed to say that that's what a, the longest serving counselor of that organization said and thinks is okay to say.   Um, but there you go. So whatever has allowed her to keep that attitude for over 10 years, that sort of, that's not her fault.  


Interviewer    Has there been any consequences either good or bad as a result of helping men as victims?



S004     Uh, definitely interview with the clients. Yes. I think that they're, the ones I've had are lucky to have had me. Sad to say that, that I think that is very true. Um,  not organization, well I guess it's made me talk about it initially, which I like to shut up . Um, but with that manager that I talked about, I think it's really helped her to sort of see what she always and what she tells me. She always sort of thought that just didn't, you know, think too much about it. But, so I guess having a person in middle management sort of on board has been a good consequence of or good outcome of me, You know, Being me.


Interviewer    How many men a year would you assess as being victims? Just on average , 



S004     In my, what I've come across. So probably I'd say I've had eight men in total over two and a half years, but that's me as a part-timer who does a lot of community outreach stuff. Um, so in a way I'd almost say it's 50% of my clients who got family violence. So that would be 50% would be, you know, victims. But I that, yeah, that's the context of my, the numbers I would get exposed to.


Interviewer    What do you think are the barriers to men reporting dv?


S004    They don't know what's happening to them. Um, and not being believed all the same things that women experienced, women victims have experienced as well. Not being believed, not being, not knowing where to go, all that stuff. No difference in 10 years time, hopefully we're not saying the same stuff.

Interviewer    What are the most common types of violence that abuse against men in your opinion?




S004      Um, um, I was gonna say not physical, but most of 'em have physical. So I guess the, um, coercion control, threats put down, emotional, psychological, um, um, sexual, um, physical, but I guess they're not so visible So, which I guess anyone who physically abuses someone is probably quite aware of or try or in control in a way of how visible their physical abuse is. So, um, yeah.


Interviewer    Is that from your experience or what?


S004    From my experience, yeah, from this role and my friends dad and mum.



Interviewer    Do You think that a men who are frightened of their partner or ex-partner?


S004    Definitely, yep.



Interviewer    Have they told you that they're frightened?




Um, after a couple of probing questions? Yes.


Interviewer    Is there anything else that would've told you that give you that impression?



S004    Well, the reason why we get to that is probably because they're disclosing something and it makes me think, you know, what I, you know, want to look more that stuff. So, um, and it also is a screening question as well for when they first come. Tick a box that you scared of your partner. Um, just it, I'm embarrassed to say it , but not from, not about me, but about the organization. The same lady that I just said, coworker of mine when I first started, she was showing me, she was just about to have a new couple intake and she was showing me the, um, the intake, the assessment forms that we use, the screening tests, um, his and hers.   And she said, oh, so I'll click on this, I'll just check and see. So I'll make some notes what I need to talk about, like suicide or whatever. And she said, oh, well he's ticked, um, you know, he's experiencing family violence of some sort and fearful. And she said, oh, I just dismissed that because men just say that. So the whole, the very focus, the very point of that was redundant because the practitioner was allowed to have biases go into the room without even meeting me.  So anyway, I go off on tangents together.

Interviewer    That's  Okay.   The tangents are fine because it, the data is about richness, it's about examples, it's not about silos and and so on. It's about, um, and then we look to see over time, um, whether everybody else experiences the same things and whether, um, these are things that we normally be covered and then we compare that we research Yeah. And say, well, research is actually saying this, um, or this type of research is saying this so on. And we'll talk about books that you can, um, access towards the end of the year when it gets released that, um, based out in the UK   by Elizabeth Bates. So just remind me about that. 


Interviewer    Um, are there male victims you've worked with who have had AVOs out against them.


S004     Yes


Interviewer    Yeah. What would you say the percentage would be?


S004    Um, I'm probably only to clarify, I'm not very good with knowing what talking avo that's  


Interviewer    So either family violence or   Police family violence or, yeah,




S004       That I would say, you know, say the eight probably, uh, five of them have had,


Interviewer    How many men would say that the, the orders were justified?


Probably all of them. They have, uh, well there's one even where he didn't have it, but she did. But then that, yeah, just seems to have not been any problems for anyone, so.


Interviewer    Is there anything else? This is your chance, is there anything else that you would like to say about your experiences as a service provider and any one of the rules that you've been in, um, about male victims of domestic violence?


S004     Where do I start?  Um,  No, I think nothing more probably than what I've said. I just fundamentally think it's such an important issue, family violence or anything that, that, um, causes harm to people. So straight up, it's an important topic, so we need to get it right. And taking a simple approach does nothing but add to the harm, I think, to the very complex issue of family violence.   So I hope that we, we take a, we don't keep trying to make it, and by simple, I mean men are bad, women are victims. Um, I just, cuz it's so much more than that. Um, and it just does harm to men and all the men, the vast majority, overwhelming majority of men who are not violent. And it enables whatever the small number of women who are perpetrators to keep doing real harm. So I, it's about family violence, about perpetrators, about victims. It's not about men and women. That's My opinion. 


Interviewer    Okay. Now I was going finish there, however, I added some questions to the men's questions.  because I felt it was important. Um, now I just want make sure I've got them all. There's nothing massive, uh, over deep thinking. What do you think we should be telling service providers about? Um, if you were educating service providers about helping men who have been victims of domestic violence, what would you like to be telling them?





S004        Well I think it's one step before that is cuz a lot of service providers that are in a position to help people who are victims of family violence are funded by government agencies. Okay. So I guess, you know, I so
 I guess. So our organization runs men's has funding to deliver men's behavior change program. Um, so they're funded to deliver it for men of perpetrated perpetrators with a feminist framework. So they're funded to do that. So of course they have to do that. Um, but I think we shouldn't even have that in the first place as a thing. So to those people, well you've gotta do what you're funded to do. So there's nothing much to tell them. But as an organization who's deciding what we apply for, um, I would say, I would just say the harm is real to people who are silenced and overlooked in any situation.  Um, and, um, uh, I just wanna say let's be smart.  But, so, but I think the, the funding thing, um, really have you seen the, there's a YouTube video of, of a senate grilling of um, there's a, oh, a really unpopular senator, can't remember his name, but he was grilling the Department of Social Services on funding for family violence. And I don't necessarily like him, but I did at this point  cuz he was really saying, so why is the government funding, uh, gender based family of violence programs and the bureaucrats were saying, oh, well we, it could have been a research shows that it's a number of factors that play into it, not just gender inequality or gender.  Um, and he's saying, so you acknowledge that it's not, gender inequality isn't the leading cause it's a number that you've chosen gender y. And they  said, well, we just chose that. So in terms of like, um, putting the fire out at the beginning, I think it starts there where governments allocate funding and what they base it on. And I think, you know, that was 10 years ago I think that that thing happened, the Senate inquiry. Um, but here we are 10 years later, deeply entrenched in a narrative that of course anything to do with family violence is protecting women stopping men.  So it's a bigger question and then it trickles down to the poor little counselor who's just doing what they're told and influenced by what they think makes sense.  


Interviewer    So what would you like to tell government policy and Aus? 


S004       Um, you know, once again that by choosing, you know, and I don't, it's complex so I don't dismiss that gender inequality is part of it. Maybe very rarely do I think men think women are pieces of crap. So I'm going, they just have to be beaten up. I think usually it's about, um, I have no coping skills and whatever, angry and all that stuff, and you are my partner.  If it's a male partner, I think that they would target that male partner. And we have the same with lesbians. Um, or same sex, um, female partnerships where one's perpetrator and whatever. So I think it's about the intimate partner nature of this, not the gender of the person. Um, so I would just say, um, let's, uh, what was the question towards government funders? Yeah, yeah.   I would just say let's, let's stop doing harm  and stop letting people off the hook when it's about perpetrators and victims.



Interviewer       So what would you like  Legislation to look like? 


S004     That, you know, all programs, everything that Australia acknowledges that perpetrators of and violence, however we define it, is something that we want to address and get rid of for stop not agenda means. 


Interviewer    So is, is there anything else?    Nothing else that you want, you've got me this one time, having said that the research has gone on for the next couple of months.   If there's anything you think to yourself, Paul, I should have said this to you. You've got my details. Yeah, right. Um, quite happy to do that. You know, the last guy interviewed emailed me and says, sorry about my ramblings, but, and he went onto like a page and a half to tell me things that he felt as if he hadn't quite got across properly and on. And that's fine. That's not a problem. Yeah. Because it's about the quality of data. Yeah. So a lot of this stuff will be lined up and the answers will be put in themes so that we don't identify, um, obviously, um, that your organization won't be identified.   That just a given. Um, and it's about, it'll just be my employer. Mm-hmm. <affirmative>. Um, so the other thing is making sure that you are okay after this interview and making sure that you are actually cope well after this interview.    Cause sometimes you can, 


S004   it's been therapeutic. 



Interviewer    Yep. <laugh> and, and from, from that point of view, we've gotta look after you. So I don't care whether you're a service provider or whether you're, you're a male victim. Um, the, you know, your service provider's, Vic Traumatization comes into these things. Sometimes you, you, you bury it down, especially if you've got an organization that's not massively supportive to you. Um, and there's a real need in that organ or in an organization. There's a real need for good quality clinical supervision to make sure that you're actually going to be okay because you end up banging out not too far into the future.   Yeah. So it's about making sure that you, you're actually okay. Um, certainly if there's anything that you need from me later on, as I said, that is going to be put in, um, within the next probably say 8 weeks, maybe 9 weeks.  Depends on how long it takes me to transcribe. So I'll transcribe it  , I'll send it back to you for, um, to make sure that it's accurate in your opinion. Mm-hmm. <affirmative>. Um, and then when it comes back, it'll go back to my, my, um, supervisor for the project in Sydney. Um, and he'll make sure there's no names there. He'll make sure that I've, I've, I've not kind of cut that out. Um, so you double oh four. Um, so I double seven, but it's not been used yet. So, um, so that's how you'll be recognized as far as this is concerned.   It is, uh, a, a difficult area. It's a difficult, doesn't mean it's a difficult area to work in because everybody knows. So you, it's one of those pressures that you have. Um, but good clinical supervision is really important. 


S004    That's right. 


Interviewer    And, and also just looking after that balance in your mental health is, is really important.
Um, as an, as an aside, so the book was Liz Bates and it is looking at, um, men's experience with domestic violence. And it's, um, I think it's through Gilford press, it will be out in December. Um, there's, it's really quite good. It's, it's, which is really, because it's gone along the lines of what I've been working on for years. And now they're just coming up and saying, okay, we're going undermine you. Um, and looking at Tasmania is, Tasmania is a really unique population.   It's, uh, there's not a lot of people that, there's a lot of families just move within, um, they're educated within, um, a country as a country that's, it's really quite, the dynamics are quite strange. Um, so it's interesting to see, it's gonna be interesting to see what the research kind of tells us and then how closely it's mirrored externally.


